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_ THIS ALONG WITH COPY OF SHEET ON WOOD DUCK NESTING BOXES SENT TO 
THOSE ON THE ATTACHED YELLOW SHEET 9/13/63 

REPORT TO WOOD DUCK OBSERVERS _ 

Twenty people reported their observations on 50 nesting boxes with the 
following totals: 

31 boxes produced successful hatches. 

371. is the estimate of total ducklings hatched 
which equais an average of 12 young per brood. 

Squirrels destroyed one nest. 

Raccoons destroyed one nest. 

Hornec Owl destroyed one brooding female duck with 
resultant loss of the eggs. 

Two nests contained broken eggs - probably squirrels. 

Three nests containing eggs were deserted - cause unknown. 

Four boxes were thought to have contained aggs, but results 
unknown due to insufficient cbservation. 

43 total nesting attempts - estimated - of which 31 produced 
young. This percentage of success is doubtless much higher 
than would hold true under wild conditions where rate of 
predation would be much higher than it is in our city yards. 

(Thank you for participating ~ let's try again in 1964. I suggest thet you 
check your boxes to see all is in order for the nesting season next March. 

Frederic Leopold 
ill Clay Street 
Burlington, Iva 
Septenber 15, 1963 



| ! * January 17, 1963 

: WOOD DUCK NESTING BOXES 

Material must be rough, umplaned 1” thick lumber. A "sound" grade of rough cypress is pre- 
ferred due to ite attractive appearance when weathered and, further, due te ite durability. 
De not paint o stain. 

| The outside dimensions of the box are 12 x 12" in herizontal section with a height of 2)" 
at the front and 25" at the back, A lid is te be made cut of material 12° wide x 13" leng 
so that it projects about 1" at the front - must be flush at the bask se that the bex ean 
be mounted sesurely against a tres trunk, the lid sheuld be equipped with reinforsenent 
about 93" square se lecated as te fit inside the frame. The lid should be held in place 
by two screen deer heoks te prevent predators from rencving the lid. 

4n entrance hole, eval in shape, 4" wide x 3" high, sheuld be lecated about 3" belew the 
lid, ef course, en the frent of the bux, At least fou 3" dratnasc heles should be bered 
in the botter of the bax, : 

The bex should be assembled with rust-resistant meile, sinc coated ar other suitable type, 
af about 8D ar neo larger than 10D. 

The simplest way to hang the box is to insert a 3/8" x 5" Jeng hancer bolt inte the tree 
twunk, alleving a projection of about 23", A 3" ar 5/8" hole should be bored in the back 
ef the box directly behind the entrance hole. The iit is to pass through this cpening. 
The bes is to be held in place with the use of leck washers and wing nut. It is important, 
te relieve the pressure of the growing tree by readjusting the wing nut anally, otherwise 
the tree growth will pull the washers and nuts right through the beck of the bar on a fast~ 
gresing trea. The box should be hung shout 15" a>cebe the ground on a tree trunk of sub- 
stantial size in an ares relatively free of twigs and branches that might interfere with 
access to the hole, with the opening se located that it is visible framhatever cbserva- 
tien point you may normally select. 

,8 5" ef decayed vegetation, preferably rotted wood or sawdust, if fermer is 
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| pot aveadileble, in the bottom of 

Tt is advisable to inspect the boxes in early March each spring se as te remove squirrel 
rests or other objectionable litter and for msintenanse. 

The ducks carry ne nesting meterial, They add enly the down which is nicked fron the 
breast ef the female bird. 

| Bear in mind that Woed Ducks are secretive shy birds. Keep out of sight to aveid flushing 
| them during the early peried of nest selection and egg laying when the birds may be seen 

| Sitting in the trees. By all moans, try te meke at least a weekly inspection of the bexes 
_ during April and May se that you will know whether nesting is in progress. Just seaing a 
_ bird enter your bex does not necessarily moam that you have a nest. Such inspections 

Ssheuld be made curdng the afternoon or evening since eggs ere genorolly laid in the morning. 
the nesting pair will be off in the ewamp somewhere during the remainder of the day. Remem- 

. ber that the first 6 te 5 eggs are buried in the Litter ao reach dewn and feel whether you 
| have buried eggs before deciding thet the bax is empty. 

if you hope to see the exedus of young ducks, try to estabith the date on which the last 
of the eggs is laid. This is not difficult when you bear in wind eces are usually laid 

| & the rate of one por day. Approximately 30 days after the last esg is deposited, your 
. Gucks will be hatebing and will leave the nest the following norning. 

Frederic Leopeld 
JIL Clay Street 
Burlington, Iowa | 
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