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April 25, 1966

M. Donald Joffray
The Loomis School .-~
Windsor, Connecticut 06095

Dear Mr. Joffray:

Regarding screech owls, I feel a good deal the way you do about
these little fellows and I have never discouraged their using my duck boxes.
I felt that unless the screech owls were actually nesting that the ducks
usually took over if they wanted the faeilities.

methingtolookfmmufmtothceffectimuoftheml
holesapmstracomhﬂmnyounhminwﬁmmtfanmhwmy
entrances have been gnawed by racoons or other predators to gain entrance
which they could have easily obtained had the full 4%" Hidmeberrhéleibeen in use.

I do not understand why you stay away from your nesting sites dur-
ing the summer. Iammly'-kiusmntiugwmm&ecks&m'
1ngtiwnestinguamw1thmnheraeaffeetonth.eb:lrdsandw:lth-m-
mendous increase in understanding of what's going on. Perhaps, you're just
notinproxinitytoymbmamthenectinsuam.,lmtifycnmlooklt
your Boxes, by all means do so. ' :

You might be interested to know that my 22 boxes are all in an area
of a little less than one square block and 7 of them are )
radius of about 30 feet. There seems to be no eonfliet since most of these 7
boxes are used simultaneously. This, of course, makes inspection much simpler.

Your interpretation of what comstitutes a successful hatch looks
corpect to me. You don't mention the fact that mot only do you find the small
ch.tpaofcgshellsdmnthehatchhasheenmufulhutymalsoﬁudthe
egg sacks generally split in two, approximately equal halves, im contrast to
the condition that would have been obtained where a predator has devoured the
eggs. Ofcamse,\hwsmkeshlnmllmedthwtbeylemmtme

case

unless perhaps incubation has in ss in which the
o and Sy proce down would be left
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Hope you are having a good season and I would be glad to hear
from you if you have any further questions.

Yours very truly,

Frederic Leopold
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