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denuary 23-26, the Iowa 
State Players produced "The 
Kiliing of Sister George," 
a pley the two Gay organi~- 
zations of Ames felt moved 
to protest. Both Lesbian 
Alliance and Gay Pecples 
Liberation Alliance pub- 
lished leaflets denouncing 
the play because it was 
presenting « misrepresenta- 
tion of most lesbian rela- 
tionships. This wes nece- 
ssary to clarify since the 
university has yet to pro- 
duce a pley in which homo- 
sexunls are presented es 
napey peonvle. Bieht to ten 
people helped lesflet almost 
every night--it was the first 
Sime for some of the people 
to come out so publically. 
Also extra help was welcomed 
from several people from the 
Women's Coalition and the 
*hoenix Party. 
vovered the happenings and 
included the:n with their 
own review of the play. 

-ublic rention to the leaf- 
-etting seemed to ranze from 
sympathetic to apathetia to 
surprise. No outward hose 
Llity or harassment tool 
place. Certain peonle were 
even interested ensugh to 
te ear 

who were hendine out leaf- 
lets. Generally people 
were given something to 
tninakx about. 

"The Killing of Sister 
George” is 2 play about a 
sado-nasochistic relation- 
ship between two women, in 
which the sadist (George) 
often taxes out her frus- 

trations and feiluree on 
her lover, an imanpture 
charscter called "*Shildie® 
At one point she mates her ° 
eat the butt of a cigar, 
and later on she tries to 
force her to drink her 
bath weter. These are ob- 
viously bizarre examples, 
however the sado-masochi am 
extends throuchout their 

entire relationshin; Georze 
is continuelly chastisinr 
Childie, forcing her to 
do all thre housework and 

cooinge hone of the play 
snows the ci:arscters as 

neooy, in fact, everything 
seems to go wrong for the 
mein cnaracter, George. 
Althouch "“blatent® lesbi- 
anisn is not nlayed up as 
important, the fact re- 
meins that many peovle 
would agsume the sadness, 
Sickness, anc sado-maso- 
shism of the charseters 
is a RESULT of their les- 
bicnis.n rather then IN- 
GLIOENT AL to the fact they 
are Gaye Hopefully the 
leaflets helved elleviate 
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"Gay Liberation is not for 
ime 1 4 

"I know where my head is." 

"Tim already liberated." 

"IT heave to study those 
nichts." 

"T'w, not oppressed." 

"Y's just too busy!" 

On and on <o the excuses. 
The reasons for avoiding 
going to a Gay meeting meks 
up an endless list; those a: 
us in the Gay movement have 

heard them all, many times 
over. Since only a hand- 

full of the 4060 Gays which 
are statistically in the 
population of Aves show up 
for meetings, it must not 
be too difficult ts find 
ways not to cone! Much of 
the time these are simply 
rationalizations to avoid 
saying, "I'm too afrsid to 
go to Gay Liberation." Pere 
haps, it's often sadly the 
cage. that it's easier to be 
unmotivated sand anathetic, 
“Tf nobody's hassling me, 
then why should I care?™ 

Often fears involved in at- 
tending a Gay meeting are 
unfounded and rooted in an 
individual's general sense 
of paranoia about gayness, 
a Paoline nlenot mniurerdel= 



APA 

IN DECE:IBER, the Auerican Psychiatric Association removed 
homosexuality from its "mental disorders® list, which had 
the effect of saying that homosextiality is no longer a 

sickness." However, they did create a new category, called | 
sexunl orientstion disturbance" which was for people who 

are oriented primarily towards members of the sane sex and 
who are unhappy or malajusted because of it. This was a bit! 
of a cop out, since these people who are unhappy shout being | 
Gay are victims of a sick society, end this is what maxes 

them siclz. It's not their orientation, but how others view 

their orientation that creates the hassles] 

| 

a 

indecisive now | | 

A recent development in this story has taken place in just 
the past month. Dr. Charles Socsrides, nemesis of Gay Lib~. 
eration, and proponent of the "all homosexuals are sick" the- 
ory, and a meuber of the Anerican Psychiatric Association, 
kas petitioned the organization with 2CC signatures needed to 
reconsider the change, and to try to get homosexuality back 
on the mental disorders list. The entire organization will | 
be nolled, sometime in the future »bout the fate of the nome | 

| 

f
a
,
 
G
e
a
,
 
e
e
e
 
=
 
S
e
 

enclature change. 

— le a aeeatadil BSI OD 
———-— 

ACLU enters child ¢ 

custody battle 

(Gay Lib, from page 1) 4 

These are a 
result of living. in such a 

hostile, anti-Gay society. 

Those neople who have over- 

come their paranoia enough 

to come to a Gay meeting 
Rave taiten a big: step. S0c~ 

jety does not want groups 

that it considers a "threat" 
to ormanize because these 

groups might find faults or 

| 
é 

of or another. 
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The American Civil Liber~ 
ties Union has entered a 
legal battle in Newark, 
Ohio, involving Sally Hall, 
a lesbian, her former hus- 
band David, and custody of 
their daughter Martha Ann, 
by supplying Ms. Hall with 
a lawyer. The two parenta 
were divorced in 1969 and 
custody was given to the 
mother; Martha was allowed 
to visit her father on 
week-ends. Now Ms. Hall 
and her lover are planning 
to move to Connecticut, and 
Mr. Hall is requesting com 
plete custody on the grounds 
that his ex-wife cannot be. 
a £00d mother because she is 
Gay. This is an important 
vrecedent as it's the first 
time the A.3.L.U. kas on= 
tered a child custody bate 
tle on behalf of an adnit- 
ted Lechioan, 

structure itself. As long 

as these grouos are sep= 

arated, the principle of 

"MOivide and conquer" is at 

work, even though this is 

ea subtle exexvle. 

Fr 

| 

to attend a Gay meeting be- | 

cause they ere afraic they | 

lically immediately. This 

objection is not based on 

fact; over 19C veovlse have 

attended at least one meet- 

ing of one of the Gay orz- 
anioctiana in the nest three| 

Also “any peovle are afraid | 

have come out to eny extent 

publically. Those of us who 

are out can usually remember 

the hassles invelved in get- 

ting to where we afe NOW, 

and we can usually lend a 

sympathetic ear to the has- 

sles of others. One has to 

believe the vbenefits ‘derived 

from being openly Gay would 

outweigh the bad effects be- 

fore it is worthwhile to be 

open. And many people are 

just not ready to cove with 

the hassles--suppesed or 

ieahitboiade micht hapoene 

Some people are afreid if 

they associate with "known" 

homosexuals thet they too: 

will then be labelled; this 

would result in loss of one's 

*ertends* prestige, and re-~ 

sult in chastisement. This 

is a possible risk. Gays whic 

do eome to our meetings can 

avoid associating with those 

of us who are openly Gay out- 

side of the meetings if they 

so desire. The meetings in 

themselves can fulfill the 

basic need for some people 

by giving them somsone to 

talk to. This is the sup-~ 

portive role of Gay Liber- 

ation, whichis just as im 

vortant as the political and 

social roles. Tocether thes: 

nelp create o sense of siste 

brothethood amons Gays. 

If a Gay person says "I's no 

oppressed,” or “I just don't 

cere® zo you, why not retort 

(Continued ) 
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Lesbian Alliance 

“PO BOk APST 
ISU Station 
Ames, Towa 
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Gay Peoples Liberation 

Alli ance 

PO Box 1004 
Ii Station
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This is the first issue of GAYLY FORWARD. Though it may be 

haphazard, non-professional, toq radical or not redical en- | 
ourh, irrelevant, not newsworthy, or any of a number of other 
possible criticisus, it is hopéfvlly an important step for 
the conciousness of the Gay Commnity of ares and Central Io- 
wa. This is the first Gay newsletter (that we know of) to 

heve come out of Anese-Lesbi en etal cies in Des iiines out 
out several issues of a newsletter last year, but wo haven't as 

heard from them for quite sose time. Hopefully we si:) prose 

per and have future editions, sith luek at least conse 2 sortne 

If you are interested in receiving copies of future Bar Og 

of GAYLY FORWARD, send your meine pnd address (we You» one 

fidentiality of readers) { oP. Ben Poors fou i Press 
Iowa 5CC1Q. Self-addressccd, stamped long saci Aut er 

aporeciated. 

If you are a Sister or Brother, Gay, Straight, Bisexual, i 

drcaonous, Polymorntious Perverse, unlabellable, deed o
r clive 

or rione of the above and have on opinion about this nowsirt- 

tor/peper‘whatever it is, sen? it to the above address. 
Imt- 

ters to the editor will remain unsigned if you request i+ 

Aiso fsel free to subxit articles, poemas re car
toons. 

(though we might net be able to 
Slities), feelinza, happenings, a neu ickeae and/or 

o* ner po parapherns-ia or prenagendae Donations for. the con 
wisteed existence of the paper sre slso very welcome. If you 

cold lke to donate your services to help with future edit- 

ons, that is else needed.


