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' gay lib doesn’t
' drow crowds

‘he zapping of
ister george’-— -——

Jenuary 23-24, the Iowa
State Players produced " ha
Kiliini of 8ister George,™
a play the two Gay organi-
zations of Ames felt moved
to protest. Both Lesbian
Allisnce and Gay Pecples
Liberation Alliance pub~-
lished leaflets denouneing
tke play because it wpas
presenting a misrepresentp-
tion of most lesbion rels-
Yonships. This wes nece-
asary to clarify since tre
vniversity has yet to pro-
duce a pley in which homo-
gexuuls are presented ng
beppy people. Bisht to ten
people helped lesflet plmost
svery night--it was te first
tive for some of the people
to come out so publically,
Also extra help was welcomed
From several peorle from the
Women's Coalition aud the
*hoenix Party. The IsU Daily
overed the Lappenings and
included the:s with their

wm review of the play.

‘ublic rention to tre lsaf-
etting seeced to range from
jympathetic to gpathetic to
surprise. No outward hosg-
Ality or harassment took
place. Uertain peonle were

even interested ensugh to
Ak reeon

who were handings out leaf-
lets. Generslly people
were given something to
thin about.

"The Killing of Sister
George" is a play about a
sado~-masochistic relation-
ship between two women, in
which the sadist (Gecrge)
often to-es out her frus-
trations and feilurees on
her lover, an imasture
charscter called "Childief
At one point ste melres her
eat the butt of a cigar,
and later on she tries to
force her to drink her
hath weter. These are ob-
viously bizarre examples,
however the sado-uasochiam
extends throughout their
entire relationshin; George
is continuglly chastiging
Childie, forcing her to
do =ll the housework end
cooiings None of the play
showe the ciarocters as
neony, in fact, everytiing
secma to go wrong for the
msin ciarzcter, George.
Althouzh *blat=nt® lesgbi-
anism is not nlnpyed up as
important, the fact re-
mains that many peonle
would assume the gadness,
gicinegs, and sado-maso—-
chism of the characters
is a RESULT of their les-
bionisa rather thsn IN-
GQIDENTAL to the fact they
are Gay. lHopefully the
leaflets helned ollevizte

|
¥Gay Liberation is not for
el

- — —

'I.know where my head is."
"I'm already liberated.®

"I have to study those
nights.*

"I'w not oppressed.”
"I's just too busyl®

On and on so the excuses.
The reasons for aveoiding
roing to a Gay meeting meka
- up an endless list; those o:
us in the Gay movement have
heard thea all, many timea
over. Since only a hand-
full of the 4000 Gays which
are statistically in the
pooulation of Anes show up
for weetings, it must not
be too difficult ts rind
ways not to comel Much of
thz time these are simply
ratisnalizations to avoid
saying, "I'm too afraid to
g0 to Goy Liberation." Per-
haps, it's often sadly the
cage. thet it's easier to be
unmotivated and apathetic,
"If nobody's hassling me,
then why should I carel"

o — — — — —— —— —— — — —— — ——— — — — — — _— — — — = - — —

Often fears involved in at-
tending a Gay meeting are
unf'ounded and rooted in an
individual's general sense
of paranocia about gayness,

r Panlipmer alwmant mivravon]l -

— — — i — —




2.
APA

IN DECE:BER, the American Psychiatric Associetion removed
homosexuality from its "mental disorders® list, which hed
the effect of saying that homesexuality is no longer a

p However, they did create a new category, called |
gexunl orientstion disturbance" which was for people who

are oriented primarily towards members of the sane sex snd 1
who are unhappy or malajusted because of it.
of a cop out, since these people who are unheppy about heingl
Gay are victims of a siclk society, end this is what mates
It's not their orientation, but how others view
their orientation that crsates the hassles!

"giclmess."

then siclc.

A recent development in this story has taken place in just
Dr. Charles Socerides, nemesis of Ggy Lib-
eration, and proponent of the "all homosexuals are sick" the-
ory, and s mexber of the Anerican Psychiatric Assoeciation,
v.as petitioned the organization with 2CC signatures needed td
reconsider the change, and to try to get homosexuality back |
The entire organization will |

be volled, sometime in the future mbout the fate of the nom-| is a possible risk.

i

{

the past month.

on the mental disorders list.

enclature crange.

i!‘!deCisive now!

|

I

| have come out to any extent
| publically. Those of us who
| are out can usually remember
| the hassles invclved in get-
ting to whers we are now,

l and we can usually lend a

| sympathetic =ar to the has-
| sles of others. One has to
believe the benefits derived
from beinz openly Gay would
outweigh the bad effects be-
fore it is worthwhile to Dbe
open. And many people are

' just not resdy to cope with
| the hassles--supposed or

| real=--that misht hapoen.
l 3
|

This was a bit'

Some peorle are afreid if
| they associate with "known"

homosexuals thet they too
will then be lgbelled; this
would result in loss of one's
*§riends! prestige, end re-
sult in chastisement. This
Gays whe
do come to our meetings cen
avoid associating with those

ACLU enters child

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union has entered a
legal battle in XNewari,
Ohio, involving Sally Hall, ]
a lesbinn, her former hus-
band David, and custody of I
their daughter Martra pnn, [
by supplying Ms. Hall with
a lawyer. The two parentas ‘
were divorced in 1969 and l
custody was given to the
mother; Martha was allowed [
to visit her father on |
wveek-ends. Now Ms. Hall |
I
I
I
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custody battle ' }
|

|

|

and her lover sre planning
to move to Connecticut, and
Mr. Hall is requesting com-
plete custody on the grounds
that his ex-wife cannot be
a8 £ood mother because sghe is
Gay. This is an important
vrecedent as it's the first
time the A.C.L.U. has en=
tered a child custody bat-

tle on behalf of an admit-
ted lachion.

of us who are openly Gay out-
side of the meetings if they
so desire. The nmeetings in
themselves can fulfill the
besic need for some people
by giving them someone to
talk to. This is the sup-
portive role of Gay Liber-
ation, which is just as ix-
vortant as the political and
social roles. Together thes
help creste o sense of siste
brothethood amonz Gars.

(Gay Lib, from page 1) y

or snother. These are &
result of living in such a
hostile, enti-Gay society.
Thogse veople who have over=
come their paranoia enough
to come to a Gay meeting
nave taen a biy step. Soc-
jety does not want groups
thet it considers a "threat"
to organize because these
groups might find faults or
wealm gses in the social
structure itself. As long
as these grouvs are sep—
arated, the principle of"

If a Gay person says "l'a no
oppressed,” or "I just don't
cere® o you, why not retort

(Continued)

"pivide and conquer isat | _ o ————————
work, even thourh this is
a subtle example. 1 :
| Lesbian Allisnce

Also many peovla are afraid I PO Box 1237

to ettend a Gay meeting be- | 15U Station

cause they ere afralcd they | Anes, Iowa DCC1C

will have to "“come out™ pub-y _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ - e
licelly immediately. This
objection is not based on |
fact; over 10C vecple have
attended at least one neet-

ing of ome of thre Gay orz-
aniretiang in the neat threel

Gay Peoples Liberation
I Allience

PO Box 1¢0T1

1.0 Station



(From p. 5
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This is the first {ssue of GAYLY PORVARD. Tlough it may be
haphazard, non-professional, toq radical or not redical en- !
ourh, irrelevart, not newsworthy, or any of a number ol other
possible criticisang, it is hopefully an important step for

the conciousness of the Gay Conrnurnity of Awes and Central Io-
wa. This is the first Gey newsletter (that we know of) to

hsve come out of Ames-=Lesbi»n Liberation in Des iiziness nut

out several issues of a new:lcter last year, but u» havan't
heard from them for quite siue time. Hopefully we «iil pros=
per and have future editions, with luck at least cnse » “uzthe
If you are interested in r=zsiving coples of futt?: it il v

of GATLY FORWARD, send your rzias gnd address (we ronosc? oo -
fidentiality of resders) i .0. Box [252. [SUST Ames.:
Iowva 5CC10. Self-addresscd, stemped long envelopes erc
apvrecinted.

If you pre a Sister or Brother, Gay, Straight, Blasexual, i
drezovous, Polyme:slious Perverse, unlabellable, dcad v oliva
or n:ne of the sbovz and have on opinion about thls nowsici-
ter/pener/whatever it is, send it to the above addresc. ot
ters to the editor 4111 remain unsigned if you request i%.
Aiso 738l free tn cubzit erticles, poems, Jokes, cartoors
taavrh we might not be eble to print them with preseni o=
ilities), feelin;z, hsppenings, idess, criticiame, enc/u®
a%her paraphermnslia or pronag:eda. Donations for the con-
Linued existence of the paper mre =lso very welcoie., I you
~--1d 1ike to donute your services to help with future edit-
1..5.8y thet is slso needed.



