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Trying to overcome stereotypes, they’ve been ostracized and harassed. 

Asserting individuality is an ongoing struggle. They are Iowa State’s... 

Gay 
Students 

by Rich Robeson 

Sy ou just learn to live with it,” 
Larry said as he looked down at the floor. He 
looked up and forced a slight smile. ‘You 
just learn to live withit.”’ 
Learning to live a normal lifestyle would 

be hard for most college students faced with 
Larry’s situation. 
Larry can’t hold hands with his lover in 

public, nor can he dress the way he’d like to, 
or even wear his hair the way he’d like to. 
He can’t tell his parents about who he is in 
love with, nor can he tell his friends who he 

thinks is attractive when he’s in a public 
place. 
Larry faces all these problems because he 

is gay. 

T here are between 2,000 and 3,000 

gays and lesbians on campus, according to 
John Napier, former president of Gay- 
Lesbians Student Outreach (GLSO) at Iowa 
State. He bases this estimate on Dr. Alfred 
Kinsey’s 1948 and 1953 sex reports which 

_ gaid about 10 percent of all Americans are 
gay or lesbian. 
Being silent about about. their 

homosexuality can become a personal, 
inner struggle for many gays. But the 

~ alternative to silence often leads only to a 
more stressful situation. 

‘“You hear your classmates talking about 
dates they had or how their relationships 

Runyan sums up the way most gays and 
lesbians feel about homosexuality: ‘‘It has a 
lot more to do with the relationship than sex. 
You just emotionally identify with the same 
sex and feel more comfortable around them. 
I think there’s been too much emphasis on 

thie sexual aspect of homosexuality because 
of the the word homosexual — it implies 
homosexuality is an act instead of a way of — 
relating to people. 

: ost aspects of my life are just 
like the rest of the college people. I work, I 
study, I watch television occasionally, I 

listen to my stereo, but the aspect of my life 
that is different is who I choose as my 
romantic partner.”’ 
Homosexual attractions begin the same 

way heterosexual attractions do, Bennett 

says. “‘When you are attracted to someone 
you do little things toward them that other 
people aren’t going to notice. Little discreet 
things — the way you talk to them, the way © 
you act toward them, and if that person 
notices you and they’re interested in you, 
they’ll reciprocate and you ll eventually get 
together.” 

Homosexual dating is just like 
heterosexual dating too, Runyan says. 
“There are those people that sleep around. 
You might meet someone in a bar and have 
a one night stand, and some people are there 
just to have a good time and not get picked 
up — which is usually the case with me. 
What homosexuals do in bed is the same 

thing heterosexual people do except for 
genital to genital intercourse, because it’s 
impossible.” 

“You just emotionally identify with the same 
sex and feel more comfortable around them. | 
think there’s been too much emphasis on the 
sexual aspect of homosexuality because of the 
word homosexual — it implies homosexuality 
is an act instead of a way of relating to people.” 

are going,”’ said Susan, who wished not to be 
identified. ‘‘I can’t do that. I can’t say my 
girlfriend and I had a fight last night, or we 
went to dinner last night and it was real 
romantic,” 

I owa State student Laura Runyan, 
president of GLSO, says she’s bisexual but 
goes out with women more often. She feels. 
similar pressures. ‘‘If I’m in a public place, 
I can’t look at who I choose or talk about 
who I’d like to date like heterosexual 
students can. I can’t tell my friends that I 
think that woman is really attractive unless 
I wanted to offend the neighboring table. I 
just say. it with a hushed voice,’’ Runyan 
says. | : 
Jacki Bennett, GSB senator for the Off- 

Campus Association, and her girlfriend 

bought each other rings as a sign of com- 
mitment to their relationship, but she can’t 
explain her ring to some people for fear of 
remarks she might get. ‘‘People just don’t 
understand two women having a serious 
relationship. When we go out there’s always . 
that barrier that we can’t touch each other 
or hold hands because I don’t want any snide 
remarks or comments. 

“T have to limit my circle of friends to. 
people I know won’t discriminate against 
-me. We can’t go to a bar in Ames and dance 
together because of the harassment we'd 
get,”’ Bennett says. 

A ny similarities between 
heterosexuals and homosexuals stop here, 
however. Everyday, homosexuals say they 
wake up and have to face the prospect of 
discrimination and harassment of all kinds 
on the ISU campus. 

‘‘T know people from the gay community 
that think Ames is the closest thing to being - 
in Hell because they come from large 
communities where being ‘gay is no big 
deal,” says Ron, who also wished not to be 

identified. 
‘‘Mostly,”” Runyan says, ‘‘it’s just been 

harassing comments, ovscene phone calls, 

funny stares and snide comments in 
restaurants and bars. But there are worse 
things. We had a GLSO dance and there 
were fundamentalist Christians — those 
people who interpret the Bib/e literally — . 
standing outside the door handing out anti- 
gay literature. I don’t need their morality | 
legislated on me. 

™* Algo, when we had the GLSO booth for 
i... Jean day (a day for publicizing gay 
rights), people would walk by and say ‘fags’ 
or ‘fucking queers.’ It’s humiliating to sit 
there for what you think is a good cause and 
realize that there are people that are im- 

“mature enough not to be able to restrain 
their personal beliefs. I would think a> 
University community would be more open- 
minded about it, but ISU has a long way to 
go,’ Runyan sate 
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GLSO: Hard to find meeting sites 
< from page 1/GAYS 

S usan agrees that it’s hard 
to deal with the harassment. ‘You 
get pointed at or stared at or 
bumped into. It hurts, but you just 
have to try not to let it get to you. 
I’m choosing not to be named for 
this article because of an article 
that ran a year ago in the Daily. 
Only my first name was in that 
article but someone figured out 
who I was and started calling me 
and threatening to rape me. They 
would call at all hours of the night, 
like 3 a.m. We had our phone 
tapped by the police, but it alent 
wor 
Bennett used to be the sicabddiat 

of GLSO and had to go to the GSB 
to ask for funding for the group. 
“Some of the GSB senators made 
us feel humiliated — one senator 
even identified himself as the 
number one homo-hater at Iowa 
State. He said he couldn’t even 
stand to look at them. That’s pretty 
degrading to stand up in front of 36 
people and hear that.” 

N apier says one of the 
worst problems GLSO faces is 
finding a place to meet. ‘“‘We’ve 
had problems with the people that 
live in Alumni Hall, which is 
directly above the YWCA where 
the GLSO meets once a week. I 
went up there and talked to them 
and they were very polite, but.to 
this day whenever I walk by there 
somebody yells ‘faggot’ at me. And 
I’ve been sitting on the steps before 
the meetings and someone would 
yell faggot at me — it makes you 
feel like shit — it hurts me.”’ 

echreceretat. 

Ron remembers the 
discrimination he faced in the 
dorms. ‘‘One thing I had to deal 
with in the dorms that I really 
hated was when there was 
something about a gay outreach 
meeting put on the bulletin board, 
someone would always rip it down. 
So I was discriminated against in 
that I wasn’t notified of events in 
the community. Sometimes the 
R.A. wouldn’t even put it up 

the time. We were both nervous 

wrecks — our grades suffered. 
‘‘We went to our R.A. and she 

couldn’t do anything about it, so I 
had to live with her all semester. 

‘Then, three years later, during ~ 

ISU Speaks on KUSR, this woman | 

called up and was saying lies like I ~ 
had locked her in the room and that 
I had tried to convert‘her. It was'so. . 
degrading but there was nothing 
we could do. We tried calling the 

“| know people from the gay community that 
think Ames is the closest thing to being in Hell, 
because they come from large communities 
where being gay is no big deal.”’ 

because he would just assume 
since no one on the floor told him 
they were gay, that there were no 
gays on the floor.”’ 

S ome of the gay/lesbian 
students suffer from more severe 
harassment or _ discrimination, 
Bennett says. ‘“‘Three years ago 
when I lived in Maple-Willow- 
Larch, I had a roommate who was 

very religious. My girlfriend and I 
were in the den watching TV and 
she would come in and sit in front 
of us and start reading the Bib/e to 
us and tell us we were going to go 
to hell. 

“It got so bad that one time 
during Kaleidoquiz with our big 
brother floor, when everybody was 
having a good time, she would 
bring guys over and introduce us to 
them as the two lesbians on the 
floor. Then she started doing it all 

Come in and see all the 
latest eyewear styles. 

show for an hour but the phones 
were always busy.”’ 

I n addition to the verbal and 

mental abuse, the gays on this 
campus say they have also been 
subject to physical violence. 

Jeff, who also wished not to be 
identified, can relate to this 
harassment. ‘‘Last October, I met 
somebody in a bar that indicated to 
me that he was gay and wanted to 
go outside. Once we were outside, 
he proceeded to beat me up for a 
couple of minutes. I tried to defend 
myself but I did get a split lip. I 
didn’t file charges because it’s 
kind of hard to go up to the police 
and say this guy picked me up and 
then beat me up. I reported it to the 
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aN night. Every Monday. 

Try our new 
Blue Raspberry Daiquiri! 
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Happy Hour 7-9 
Tufers-$2.00 Pitchers 

Hairstyles for men & women 

LEFT WICH 
232-2333 Main and Kellogg 

Open Every Evening Walk-ins Welcome 

eQur Famous Pizza 
-@Deep Dish Lasagne 
eMouth Watering Pasta 
eSpecial Dessert Pizza 
-eGarden Fresh Greens __- 
e And Much More! 

Served Sun. Through Wed. 
ot p.m. 

oe ae Ge ae a OE ED COUPONS Sit St Et HE EE EE Ry, 

ry Val’s Large $09 
T Soft Drink omy 
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ollaiues Party 
Thana October 31, 5 p. m.-? 

YMCA Outdoor Center, off Scholl Road 
Prizes will be awarded for best costumes. 
Refreshments Served. Everyone Welcome. 

Slight fee for non-members 
For more info, call 294-7039. Sponsored by ISU Veterans Club 

Good Time... 

ANNOUNCING 

“The IT MBA 
with a Scape 

| MANAGEMENT INTERNSHIP 

YOU GET VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE WITH 
A MAJOR CHICAGO AREA CORPORATION. WHILE 
YOU EARN YOUR MBA. 

A full-time, day MBA program in: 

-@ Operations Management 
¢ Information Resources Management 

From Illinois Institute of Technology, the University in me forefront of 
technological innovation and management. 

‘This MBA uniquely integrates advanced management tues’ and 
_. practice with an understanding of the impact of technology on the -. 
strategy. organization and operations of financial, service and | 
manufacturing firms. 

. Two semesters of internships during a Six- -semester, two year course 

aot study: 

Program begins June 1986. Inquire now. 

~ -CALL OR WRITE: 
Director, MBA Programs 
ILLINOIS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 
School of BUsiness Administration 
77 South Wacker Drive 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 

312/567-5878 — 

Problems stem Erc rom misconceptions 
< from page 3/GAYS 

National Gay Task Force in New | 
York and they gave me counseling 
over the phone and sent me a 

- pamphlet.” 
Larry says, “It makes you 

| nervous ‘when a group of guys” 
walks by or a car goes by and you | 
think they might come back and 
want to beat you up. Last winter I 
was walking to campus through a 
parking lot and I was by myself. 
Another guy was by himself and he 
walked by and called me a fucking 
faggot. So I turned around, and 
since he seemed like the stereotype 
he obviously thought I was, I called 
him a ‘frat rat.’ That ey make os 

him mad. 

dh dL emust have thought I — 
would just take his abuse so he 
came back and wanted to fight. So 

from a ring on n his Pingel: It ended 
when I grabbed him: by the. hair 
and pulled him.down to my knee. 
He fell down and I walked away.. 

physically assaulted go to the 
authorities, . but — for 

‘a oe that answer is not : $0 
Bian! 3 a ryt 

gays, 

“T would much rather not: have ier gomepaermm teat 
had to deal with it and call him Re Mish 

_ frat rat, but he forced it... eee 
“T had dots all-over my face from 5 

where his ring had punctured me.” 

nee & tore Ge eee 

| B “il ‘Grace j is ; the Program | 
Advisor for ‘Student See 

3 “You get pointed “4 at: or stared” ator bumped’: 

into. It hurts, but you just have to ated not to iat it 

get to you: 

Dean Drake. - head of + Gasnain: 
~ Security at ISU, says assault and - 
battery is not a big problem here. - 

In all of 1984, there were only six. 

reported assaults that involved ; 

, hands, fists or feet. | 

_ we fought andI got a chipped tooth _ Most ‘students who | 

The Struggle © 
for Native _ 

| by John Trudell — 

$ p.m. © 

American J ustice = 

Pioneer Room, Memorial Union _ 

are : 

aid: van - ‘givodahe in ‘chaliaiele = 

students 
discrimination. “If they weren’t — 
ready to come out of the closet — 
which would. be’ necessary to seek. 
‘due’ process in the judicial system — 
‘I would want that person to at. 

“Teast get as quch personal support” 

1 * both through: the counseling office ~ 

| and: through. GLSO so they could 

gain an understanding of the © 

_ who suffer from. 

implications of leading a gay 
: ae lifestyle, ”? Grace says. 

Why. does discrimination 26a 
mat ons Ai harassment: among students 
eid “happen in the first place? COB a Wes 

- The reason named by counselors : 
oe _and student: advisers is an. af- . 

| John Trudell, the former national chair of AIM, Mi is et 
a poet and activist. His works include: seit in os 

: Reality and Songs Called Poems. eae 
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: This halloween, treat your tavotite goblin < or + eretdiia toa 
~_ personal message in the Phantom Footnotes column of 
_ the ISU Daily. The trick is up to you. Thetreat is from the ~ 

- Daily. Only $5.00 for 20 words. Personal ads must be _ 
gore placed by 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 29 in Room 101, — 
aes phone. Hall. arty no ads will: be taken ¢ over the 
we P one : | | 

Please be ' 
ghoulish... 

| _Sponsored by: Committee on Lectures s(tunded by 56) 

‘ ‘ ‘ h4 bd ih r i . . . 

- |» fliction called “homophobia.” ISU. 
‘eounselor Allen Hale defines it . 

oe boo simply as ‘‘the fear and hatred of 
1 oe eae so eR eg 

“hen “ peterosiins : eee me down gays, they. are. Seca 
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"Another Treat for Disnlay Advertisers 
Thursday, October 31, 

_ Orange’ Color only $25 

-“Monday,.October.28, 4.985, 



Gays are often a target to pick on 
< from page 4/GAYS 

reinforcing their own 
heterosexuality,” Hale says. ‘‘All 
the slang terms are just a way of 
demeaning that target group, of 
making them less real and less 
close...really preventing 
themselves from getting to know 
that person.”’ 
Bennett agrees. ‘‘I think a lot of 

people don’t like gays because they 
don’t know what gay people are 
like. 99 

Grace agrees that most students 
don’t understand gays. ‘Most of 
the problems students have about 
gays stem from misinformation or 
misconceptions about gays and 
their lifestyles.”’ 
There are other reasons Dennis 

Culver, a. grad student currently 
doing research on gay/lesbian 
‘discrimination, says one of the 
reasons that men are homophobic 
is because of the sex role 
pressures. “‘Men are expected to 
be blatantly stereotypical male 
and to be macho and put down 
people who are different than 
themselves. Being gay goes 
directly against those sex roles,’’ 

he said. 

F ormer president of GLSO 
John Napier says he thinks gays 
are just a target group to pick on. 
‘When things aren’t going good 
they say ‘well, let’s go give the 

gays shit.’ Also, some people are 
closet homosexuals and don’t want 
to admit it to themselves, so they 
condemn and insult gays to relieve 
that tension.”’ 
Some gays think non-gay people 

hate and fear them because they 
fear a gay person will make a pass 
at them. The gays are -quick to 
dismiss that myth, Larry said. ‘‘A 
gay person doesn’t want to come 
on to a non-gay person any more 

than a non-gay person wants a gay 
person to come on to them.”’ 
Ron agrees, and draws this 

analogy: ‘“‘If you’re attracted toa 
female that’s married, you’re not 
going to approach her because you 
know that she’s not eligible; 
whereas I wouldn’t approach a 
straight man because I know that 
man’s noteligible.”” — 

been absent.”’ 
‘But in the end,’’ Hale says, 

‘‘they’re faced with the dilemma of 
either keeping their sexuality - 
bottled up inside themselves and 
trying to live-with that, or coming 
out as a homosexual and facing the 

“When heterosexuals put down gays, they are 
just reinforcing their own heterosexuality. All 
the slang terms are just a way of demeaning 
that target group, of making them less real and 
less close ... really preventing inemselves 
from getting to know that person. 

Another common myth is that 
gays and lesbians have some say in 
whether they’re gay or lesbian.. 
Bennett had to laugh at that one. 
‘Gays and lesbians do not choose 
to be gay or lesbian — who would 
want to go through all the 
pressures and discrimination if 
they didn’t have to? I didn’t choose 
to be a lesbian, I only chose to be 
happy and being gay makes me 

happy.” 

H ale agrees. ‘I believe 
gays have no choice as to who their 
objects of affection will be — in the 
same way that you don’t know 
what causes you to act one way 
towards some people and dif- 
ferently towards _ others. 
Discrimination occurs because 
society thinks there is something 
they can do about it.’’ 
A booklet printed by the Gay » 

Activist Alliance, 20 Questions 
About Homosexuality, points out 

that ‘‘biological researchers agree 

that homosexuality is almost 

universal among animals, and it © 
becomes a frequent form of ac- 
tivity among highly developed 
species. Similarily, an- 
thropologists and historians report 
that there is no human culture 
from which homosexuality has 

you've 
To get ahead, 

ot to push 
the rig t buttons. 

The HP-11C Scientific 

number generator. 

_ Personal computers and 
calculators for professionals 

Programmable. Get the answers. 
§ Quickly. Reliably. With powerful 
‘ functions such as permutations and 

* combinations, hyperbolics and a random 

’ The top-of-the-line HP-41. To give you an 
idea of the HP-41’s capabilities, in an emergency 
it can help bring the NASA Space Shuttle back 
to earth. Without the aid of Mission Control. 

Just i imagine what i it can do for you.on-2 

$e; go ahead. Get ahead. Get there with Hewlett-Packard. 
routine day. 

HEWLETT ~ 

discrimination and harassment 
that comes with that.” 
Laura Runyan doesn’t think 

there’s anything wrong with 
homosexuality. ‘‘I think it’s just as 
normal and viable a lifestyle as 

_ heterosexuality is. I think you can 
be a productive, healthy, happy 
person who is bettering the world 
for other people — which is. far 
more important than who you 
sleep with.” 

Editor’s note: Since this article was 

written, John Napier has moved to 
lowa City and Dennis Culver has 

moved to the east coast. 

Horse Rental*Lessons 
Boarding® Arabian Siallion 
Service® Trailer Rentale 

Custom Hauling "=e 
2% miles north of the 
Ames Drive-in Theatre 

292-4996 

MONDAY night only 

_.* Additional items may be added 
at our regular low prices: 

Each Extra Meat ... 

Each Extra Vegetable . 
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*Tax included 

—a drinking establishment — 

* Monday x 

Okay. We all get the point that these 
are really big pitchers. You | 

~ can let me out now. 

12 oz. Bottles of Bud, Bud Light 
& Coors Light 75¢ 

60 oz. Pitchers of Beer $2.50 

—MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL— 

San Diego 
Chargers 

‘NOW ON 2 LARGE SCREENS! 

207 Welch _..Campustown 

tA wd ay oD 
FREE, FAST, HOT 

DELIVERY 
292-6914 

Expires 11-5-85 
1 Coupon Per Pizza 

.. *4.20 tax included 

._75¢ tax included 

Save $1.60 

FREE, FAST, HOT 
DELIVERY 
292-6914 

Expires 11-5-85 
1 Coupon Per Pizza 
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wie ree Evtra Meat . wi i $1.20 tax included 

Last 5. ~. .75¢ tax included 
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University Book Store 
_(In the Memorial Union) 
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