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Honorable Warren G. Magnuson 
United States Senata 
‘Washington, D.C.* 20510 

Bear Senator Magnuson: 

Thank you for your letter of | May 10, 1974, on behalé of Mr. Ch aries S, 
Williamson requesting information reg sardine President Nixon's ¢ gikt of 
papers to ‘the United States, recently the subject of ‘Teview by the Joint 
Committee on Internal Reveaue Taxation and the Intesnual Revenus Service. 

Traditionaily, from the administration of Gecrges es to the vresent, 
the papers generated by an clected of fl1ei: 1 within the Fed eral Government 
have besn regarded ae the personal ae ski ey: at ofricisi., Wit peard 

. ee be executive 5 the Conrress ret RALLE a this eeoait ise a pe Lute 
» At passed the Prosidential Libraries Act of 19355, mow codified as 
a Lons 23613, 2107 = sd; 2ins of titia 44, United Stater Code 

Under this Act the Administrator of General Services, sccing on behalf of 
the people ef the United States, is auchorized to accept donations of © 
personal papers and other mesorabilia from an ineuzbent or former President 
ie Others associated with his career, most often ior the been denosit. 
‘€ these papers in a Presidential libs rary bearing his nan TRETa ars 
oresently $ix Presicenti — sibrarios, representing Presidents Herbert 
eoyer through Lyndon Saings Jonnsen, operated DY GSA Natdor iat ATCDLYES ~ 
ang Records Service. Plans for an eventual Richard M. Nix cn De Lorary ha 
been ° wider study sincs the beginning of his first tera in orfica, 

The Joint Comittee on Internal Revenug Loeb ed the a nal Reyenue 
Service had to consider tuo factors in reaching a det rermination as te the 
ailowability of the tax deductions meres ed ror the Nixon ecirt of 
pre-Presidential papers: First, nad tae President rade a valid gift oo 
his papers to the United States; and second, if he had msde such a eit Ss 
what was its effective data, i.e. , had the eif rt been compere Si On oF 

<r est ont, 

before July 25, 1969, the date afta which the Tax Reform Act of 1969 , 
dictated incons tax deductio: for such gifts would no “longer t bo valid, 
Zt was on this second roing thy * the Conti ttee staff and the IRS dissliowsd 
the President's deduction. Neither determined that there nad not — 2 
valid cift, but merely. that the gift had not been completed on of barore 
duly 25, 1969. : , 

President Nixon's decision. to pay the taxes thereby assessed 4 in no way 
odversely affeets the validity ox the gift itself. Long befere tas onset
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of the tax controversy, it was the position of the General Services 
Administration, which itself has absolutely no involvement in Federal 

| fax matters, tnat there had been a valid gift of the subject papers to 
Blthe United States. This position was repeatedly and consistently 

A’) Necommmicated to the investigators on the Joint Committes staff and the 
f WY F 5, as well as to the President's representatives. Horeover, we are 

Yéuare of no disagreement having been expressed by any of these™parfics. : a eee Seen so eepeeonp 

In addition to the papers that are the subject of President Nixon's gifts 
-te the United States, the National Archives presently has in courtesy 
storage a vast collection of tha President's papers and other memorabilia 
that have not been donated. Our position with rogard to these materials 

- jas always boen that they remain the President's property and that he is 
_ £ree to retain them and do with them as he sees fit. ile naturally hone, 

howover, that they one day are devosited in a Richard M. Nixon Library. 
It. is our view that the Presidential library system is the most effective 
means yet devised of assuring that the documentary resources of our 
Presidents and their administrations are preserved for the use of future 
generations. 

. 5 

_ Sincerely, 

Enclosure | 
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