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Honorable liarren G. Magnuson
United States Senato
Fashington, D.C.* 20510

Daaxr Senator Magnusond '

Thank you for your letter of May 10, 1974, on behalf of ¥r, n...uw}.ug e
Williamson rGQchtrw information rwm"dmf resident Nixon's =ift of
papars to tie United States, rescently the subject o“f*GVLQw bj,iqg Joint

Committee on Internal Revenua Taxotion and tba Interznal Revenus Sarvice,

Traditioncily, from the administration of“ Cucrege Washington to the nrasent
the papers generated by an clected offlcial within the Federzl Governrent
have bera vegarded a: the personal nr pefﬁy of that ofticizl, 1ith roeard
te the axecutive ’:"‘m.u' e Conrrass ro

when it passed the Prosidential Libravies Act or 137?555 Row codiized as
sootions 23101 "‘107 ad 2106 of ¢itls 44, United Stater Code.
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snized this tradition Ry statuta

Under {his Act the Administrator of Gencral Serviecos, sering on bohal
1ho people e¢f the United Statoes, is auchorized to azespt donations of
persoral papers and other mooorabilia from an incurmbient or former President
.01‘ otiers associ2ted with his career, most often lor the svent ““!3 UeNosit
€ these papers in a Presidential libravy bearing his nape. nere ars
ceoseptly six Presidential llbraries, representing Prasidents Herbert
:;;ﬁm‘mr through Lyndon 3alinas Johmson, ornemated by GSA's National Archives -
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znd Records Service. Planz for an eveatuzl Richard M. Nixen Library have
veen imder study since the beginning of his first tera in offica.

The Joint Comnmittee on Internal Revernus | f.,:{;atum ard the Internal Revenus
Service had to consider *tuwn factors in resnchir 2 a dotornination as to tha

ailowability of the tax deductions claimed for the Nixon eift

p"‘ew%vs 1dential?! papers: F iz ¥, nzi The P“r’a& sident made & valid gift of
hiis papers 1o the United States; and segond *“? he had pazde such a gify
b:hat was its effective datﬂa, '?':...:.E’:,.w nad tar Q"i L baen camla*m on or
vefore July 25, 1*36.., , the date aftev 'me the Tax Reform Act of 19¢
dictated inz.ama tax deductions for such gifts would no longer 3"3 ynlid
£t was on this sacunci roinl thet the Conmittee staff and the IRS dis:
the President's deduction., Heither determined that there nad not be
valid gifzt, but merely. "'hat tag gift hod not b{:wn s:maplﬂ ed ¢n o b
July 25, 1968, '

ff‘?e:sident Nixeon?s deciswn to pay the taxes th craby assessed in n» wavy
dd?@tﬁﬁly affeets the validity of ¢ the gift itse lfg uang ssiore tno onas
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of tha tax controversy, it was the position of the General Services

_ § Adninistration, which itself has absolutely no involvement in Federal

tax matters, tnat tnere had been a valid gift of the subject papers to
B/the United States. This position was repeatedly and consistently

7 ommmicated to the investipators on tile Joint Commnittes staff and the
YW | IRS, as well as to the President’s reprasentatives., iareover, Ne -are

In addition to the papers that are ths subj ect cf President leon’s gifts

-te the United States, the National Archives presently has in courtesy

gstorage a vast collection of tho President'!s papers and other mexmoradilia
that have not been donated. Our position with rogard to tiese materials
has always boen that they remain the Presidcnt's nroperty and that he is
free to rctain tnem and do with them as he sees fit. Ve naturally hove,
howover, that they one day are dowosited in a Ricnargl ., Nixon Library.
It is our view that the Presidential library system is the nost erffective
zeans yet devised of assuring that the documentary resources of our

Presidents and thelir administrations are preserved for tna use of future
genarations.,
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Sincerely,

Allan G. Kaupinen -~
A881stant Adnlniatrator

Enclosure

ec: Official file - Office of s. Libs. (NL)

The Administrator (A) (2)

Assistant Administrator (AL)

Research Asst. to the Administrator (A)
Day file - Archivist of the U.S. (N)
Read:mg file (NL)
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