THE "CLIFF BEAGLES"™ OF ATCHAFALAYA DBLUFF,

True sportemanship, courage, fearlesmess and speed are all eagerly
sought by young men aa]iir to fame in their varicus lines of endeavor,
These qualities are all admired in birds as well as men and the bird
which has them all is the Duck Iavk,

During the swmer of 1937 word came to me that it wes thought that a
alr of these birds were nesting in the rocky eliffs along the
lississippi in northeastern Iowa.

Sinee the last authentic record of the nesting of these noble faleons
wag in 18908 I was quite inercdulous and started correspondence at once
withState Conservation Officer George Kaufman sdemswes,
I as ked him to be on the look out for these birds and report to me at
onge ghould thoy returm in the spring of 1938,
%hicg he very kindly did and quite early in the spring he reported dem
a ﬂ@mo
Having photographed ' a great number of birds from the tiny Humminghd rd
up to the Great lormed Owl I have experienced thrills of various kinds
and like the true lature lover I was always looking for new thrills,
Vhen the news came to me by wire from Kaufman on Hpyll 29th that the
nest had beeh definitely located I inmedlatily began making
preparations to visit the home of the boldest and most fearless of
all our birds,
Leaving my home about 250 miles distant at daybreck on May 4th
and loaded with moving picture camern, color £ilm end all the other
various kinds of equiafzmt for such an undertaking, I was determined
to get one of the mopt difficult cf all bird pictures.
Allamakee County is the most north easterly County in our State with
Uinnesota to the north and is bordered on the east by the mighty
Fa ther of Vieters across which were the bluffs of VWisconsin.
Arriving there before noon after driving in the rain part of the wey
I found the weather still cloudy and very poor for photography.
During the afternoon Eaufman end I went to the nestgng site to survey
the surroun s and also the possibilitics of getting plctures,
The nest wva s a cavity on the face of one of the great rocky cliffs
towe 400 feet above the liississippi.
The cavity was only about 20 feet dowvm from the top of the eliff
and was as nearly eescable as it was possible to place it.

the afternoon we climbed the lower face of the eliff as far

ag possible and seating ourselves on a ledge we vatched the palr of
old birds as they e ed above us sereaming at us their loud
Ea - ak, Ka-a-a<k, Ka-a-a-k, calls,
lie were still over 100 £t from the nest but they expressed in no
uncertain terms that they did not like to have us there.
On the rocks around us we found the head of a Red lleaded Voodpecker,
feathers of the Blue Jay, feathers of a liorthern Flicker, o small
ﬁeathei vhich seemed to be frem a Bluebird and the remains of a
The men in watchdﬁ these birds a fow days before had sean tham
exchange food in mid air and this I wanted to film if possihle,
The one which they precumed wes the male would go hunting and when

he returned with his victim he would give a certain signal eall and
immediately “he female would launch out into the ailr and eirecle
below him as he was earrying his prey. At another given =i he
would drop it and she would catch it without fail and p tly o t0
feed the family., They were too interested in us however to do any
hunting that afternoon so I only secured flight plctures as they
darted through the air like bullets.
At one time a huge Turkey Vulture became @urious to know the eause of
all the coomotion and appeared upon the seene.




The Vulture although twice the size of the Dueck Iawk could not cope

with this death a4 g thunderbolt of the air and p tly turned

$ail in ignominious reat vith the Iawk in mad pursn’tg.

The last we sa w of the Vulture he was diving straight down for the

tall timber evidenly hoping to evade this death dealing demon who hed

already struck him onee.

A Cpow sot upon a treec at a real safe distanee and gave a few CawCaw

signals all of his tribe to stay away frem that cliff and

tgtey all understood that warning for no Orow appeared there thah

afternoon,

After we had plamned our method of getiing pictures we returned to

the Stote Fisheries build ng in town vhere we had the whole hea¥ted

co operation of Iy Albert the Supt. of Fishories,

He fumished the neeessary ropes and we prepared a swinging rope scat

and other necessary equipment for use in the morning,.

g awoke Thursday moming to find it raining again and very cold and

windy so nothing could be done,

Friday morning dawvmed elear and bright but very cold and windy.

Sinece elear weather wes what we wanted we had to try to disregard the

chbld and wind and malke the best of it under the eircumstances,

We needed more assistanee and had no trouble in gett Ly Joe Teft

the D v Federal Varden and also Paul Thompson to help and we

gtorted for the seene of action as soon as possible,

With e ground erew of four good men any aviater sheuld feel safe.

However threc of my erew did their work from the top of the bluff m

really should be ealled the "sky erew", -

Vg recambled a party of Alpine climbers as we started up the steep

bluff earrying all our ropes and cameres and other equipment.

About haelf wa y up ;g:;ﬂparty divided and Faufmen, Te™t and Thompoen who

conposed the "sk eircled far to the right and found thelr wy

over the top by going around.

Albert remained with me and was ascistant,

Vg climbed up to the highest possible Redge vwhich was considerably more

than 100 £t below the nest cave and wnited for the "sky erew" to lower

ny rope Swings When it came dangling down I strapped myself in the

seat together with my trusty movie camera and was now ready for action,

Owing to the extreme cold for this time of year 1 wore a leather

Jacket ond a2 sheep lined coat to protect nmyself from the st cdld

north west wind swecping dovm the Mississippls Tor headgear 1 wuore

an overseas helmet to protect nyself frem falling reck from abeve and

also frem a possible attack from the old blrds,  Should they strile a

mon on his hea 4 vith their full foree it would be a knoeck out blow

for sure and would meon a ripped skull and perhaps unconciousmess,

Irx?gggd m of that while dangling 400 £t iy mid eir on the face

o .

Paul woe our signal man on the brink above and George and Joe were

manning the rope,

Ag mtim wo.e reasggﬂl gz%vg the signal to Paul to haul awmy and the

rope ed and s y Pgan go: up,.

Up and I went in space wit tge blue gky above, the rocky

faee of the cliff in t of me ard below me was a shecr 5rop of come

400 £t to the banks of the Mississippi.

Ag I passed over the edge of the nest eavity I gave the signal to stop

and there before me were four Duck Havkw about holf growm,

They were rather surprised to have callers p in at their pent house

and made a loud clattering noise and all serambled back into the back

part of the cave, I was rather surprised to find it so large for it
gseemed but mmall frem below, It reclly was eight or nime fect badc
into the rock and the Open:l_ng about two and one half feet high in fromt,

it wa Merhag;a four fect wide in front tapering back to not more than
holf © in Vhe rear, . =mall piecce of one of their egg shells was there
and it was the coler of tebacco juice.




There was no nest there neither were there any signs indieating that
there had been as the floor was littered with broken pieees of rode
from the size of hen eggs to as large as your Tfist,.

The young birds were covered with a coat of dirty white dowm and on
their winge the large feathers were just coming in. I estimated that
they were botween two and three weeks old. They had the typieal heed
of a Duck Hawk also the large yellow feet.

Seattbred about in their cave were old dried bones and feathers mos
of which could not be identified but the most conspieuous of 2ll were
the number of Blue Jay feathers. This indieated eclearly that the Blue
Jay population in that vicinity wos held at a minimma and I could not
help but think that ﬁerhaps the Duck Iavk is a good balanee wheel in
the great scheme of Nature after all,

My position woe not exactly correct for good photegraphy so I was
lowered and the rope changed a fow feet to the left and again hoisted
up and now wae exactly in front of the op .

Cn thies aseent I brought a six foot sapling with a hook on the end and
1 used this to bring my birds to the front where I had better light
and also where I could get at them to band them,

A11 this required some time but it was the ehance in a lifetime so I
did not hurry and tried to d6 a good Job of it all,

L doubt if a more inaccesible place could be found for a nest and a
perfect place it wus too. lieely arched overhead with solid rodc
ond located so nover a predator could ever approach from Em{ side
exxepting the wir end t predator of the aip would ever attampt

sueh a foolhardi thing as that,

The view from the entrance of their cave was a magnificent one and as

I worked vith them there I almost envied them of sueh an eyrie.

Far below swept the y Father of Vaters on its way to the sea and
across were the blue hills of VWisconsin.

Far up the River in the faint distanee could be seen Battle Islend

the seene of the massacre of Bad Axe whore the great Chief Blacklmwidk
made his last stand and his entire band of warrlors as well as womm
and children were killed. LAlbert Sgdney Jélmston and Jefferson Davis
both taking prominent parts in this bdattle.

Farther down the river is old F% Crowford at Prairie du Chiem ond

all along the mighty river particularly on the Iowa side are the
eliffs ranging from three to six hundred feet in helght and covered
with bireh and juniper while below in the deep dark canyoms is a
veritable flower garden of llature's gems with ferns walst high.

What o paradise to0 look dowm frem your fremt door, DBut I alwe
thought what a sight it would be to sce these goters leave home,
There wa s no door steps leading dowm fram tleilr front door,.

Ag they would stard in life they simply would have to launch out
into space from that dizzy height with no assistance whatever,

The old adage "sink or sw{m" would have to be changed for them to recad=
"fly or drop" which would mean certain death,

But here again Hature has made the proper provision fa¢ there is m
bird that flies that has stronger 1 has more speed and can hemdle
himself bettor. He cen overtake ond kill any bird the alyr, evan to
pur fastest flying ducks henge his name,

I mentioned at the outset, the words "true sportamanship” and that is
also true of him for he never "shoots them on the set™, Rather he will
give chase in the air as though he was proud of showing off his speed
and overtcke any bird foolish enough to get in his range and drop on
it like a thimderbolt and that is the of the trail for that vietim,
Kaufman ond Albert observed one of these birds swoop dovm on a Hingbird
(our little tgrant) mmt ac he wae flying along the river bank bﬂgug
the other little fellows and there was only a burst of 1 feathers
and one sqggwk ond our tyrant was no more. Our balanee wheel of lanre
vias again action,




After banding this rmn.ug of hawks and filming them as much as I
leased I was reluctant to leave them as they had been so interesting.

‘he old birds had been cireling around and sereaming Kaeak, Ka-ak,
Ko=gk ot ne y but never onee did they attack me,.
I thought that I was well prepared but I don't what would have

happened should ome of them have struck my "tin hat" while I was
swinging there 400 fect over the river, I could not help thinking

of the fate of that Kingbird.

I finnlly gove the signal to lower away and I was soon out of my swing
and ready for the climb down to level ground. _

Ap we stba rted to clamber down the face of the cliff we noticed a Fhoebe
perched on a branch and jerking her tail in the usual manner.

We had noticed her both and I em pure that she must have had her
nest near ‘b{. i :
OUnee again the thought came to me, Vhy did the Duck Havk proy on

Red Heanddd Wood’pgckef:_.'s, Eingbirds and Blue Jays and miss the poor
innocent Fhocbe

Perhaps she could hide better or perhaps it was because she wag nob
:o blustery and noisy, Innocent folks usually ececape the fate of
yrontae

It was a slow and tedious climb dowm but we finally reached the read
along the base of the ¢liff and took one last look at the pent house
home of our aristoeratie friemds, i

They are called by the natives, Cliff Eegles or Rock Iagles vhich name
also seems quite appropriate but I still think the neme Duck Hawk
the best of all for it ceems to exactly £it them,

To lir George Kaufman should go twmst amount of eredit for he
rendered inveluadble assistance © her with lr Albert of the State
Pisheries, in loeating the mest as well asmonaging my “sky erew®,

I now had the satisfaction of knowing that I had a repert to make of
the first nest Duek Hawks in Iowa in exactly forty yoars and also
of banding the i Duck Iawks to be banded in Iowe and eertainly
the firet ones ever to be filmed in natural color in Iown,

The Govement survey of the River gives the name of this great bluff
as Atchafalaya Logt Viater,.

Sinee our Duck Iowks selected this great bluff as their home I think
that neme quite appropriate for Bﬁ bird frequenting those waters
below that cliff are certainly lost.

The satisfaction one derives Trem accomplishing casy tagks is nothing
compared to that which scems ossible henee I will alwm
remember ny visit to the home of the Duck Havks on Atchafalaya Sluff
with a great amount of satisfaction,
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