
EXTRACTS FROM GENEVIEVE SHAW'S LETTER 

Note: Mrs. Mary B. Welch visited her daughter, Mrs. A. B. Shia, in Des Moines 
during the period when my husband, Mr. Freeman R. Conaway, and Mr. Shaw were 
business partners. I was impressed with her beauty and with her gracious, 
charming personality; she was always stylishly gowned, yet with simple, exquisite 
taste, 

Genevieve Shaw, granddaughter of Mary bk. Welch, lives in Pasadena, with her father. 
Extracts from a recent letter, received from Miss Shaw, gives an intimate account 

of Mary b, Welch. 

Grandmother was nineteen, with two children, when her first husband died. 
Soon afterward she taught in the Detroit Female Seminary, where her brother-in- 
law was president. Later she married Dr. A. S. Welch and lived in Florida, where 
he had a large plantation. He was sent to Washington and in a short time was 
appointed President at Ames, Dr. Welch died in 1889, in Santa Barbara, with 
Grandmother and his brother, D. M. Welch, with him. At her husband's request, a 
few years later, she married the President's brother, D. M. Welch, a wealthy, 
retired wholesale grocer of New Haven, Connecticut. They always spent their 
winters in California where they maintained quite a pretentious home. 

I am sending you some pictures and a church magazine with an article 
Grandmother wrote for a missionary group. It throws a new light on her many- 
sided character. After her last marriage she became quite active in the Methodist 
Church, as Mr. Welch was a member, and prominent in that denomination. Of course 
you know she never did anything half-way, so she entered into this with great vim, 
but after Grandfather's death, she returned to the Episcopal Church, as her sister 
was living with her and it seemed foolish for them to attend different churches 
and have different church activities. So she took a Sunday School Class of young 
men about fifteen years of age and became such an influence with them that as 
they grew to manhood they still stayed in her class. She entertained them 

frequently at her home, and they were just like her own boys or grandsons. In 

fact, we had a call the other day from one of the boys, who was closest to her, 

whose family algéys said he had never married because Mrs, Welch was his lady 

friend, and he did not need a younger one. 
Besides the “unday School Class, she became leader of the older men's group, 

called the St. Andrew's Brotherhood. For a number of years it met at her home 
once a month, with a party frequently for the wives and sweethearts. It was 
quite remarkable, the way those middle-aged and elderly men hung on her words 
when she talked of the Bible. She had such a fine collection of religious books 

that it gave a good start to a young clergyman when she died. 
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Word has: been received at Ames by Mrs. F. R. Conoway, anno 

ss irs. ad Be Shaw, January 21st, at ther home at Passadena, Calif.. Mrs. 

the former Miss Winnifred Dudley, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. A. S. Welch. Dr. Welc! 

3 was the first President of Iowa state College and Mrs. Mary B. Welch founder of : ce 
‘ 

a : the sumer of 1868, graduated in 1876, was aninstructor in music and . 

7 hhege faculty. ghe was married to Mr. A. B. Shaw, class of 1876, in 1881 | 

, oo what is now imown as ‘International House, the howe ‘puilt ny: Dr. Welch south of 

| pus and named "The gables". She — like her mother, an attractd e, 

Be | é “woman, a devoted wife and eetee wid’ & lasting friend. She never peer | 
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Mrs. Winifred D. Shaw, 
Corning, Iowa. 

dear Mrs. Shaw: 

t was indeed a pleasure to have you and Mr. Shaw 
visit us at Ames in June. I am sure both faculty 
and students will always have a hearty welcome for. 
the members of the family of President and Mrs. gg 
Personally I delighted to 
meeting you and cons idereda real Pleasare to show 
you the present Home Heonomics equipment. 

I hope both you and Mr. Shaw will have a most deli 
ful vacation period. = é = 



Thanks Dr. Pammel for letting us see 
this article. We are using it and the 
Leaveritt story in the ALUMNUS we are 
now putting on the press. 

Elizabeth Tiernan. 

SAL is. something to have a f 
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| | byt ike Editor| , : : ES: oe - tiful orchard just across the | 

: s way, a waterfall of your own — 3 

ads Frank P. (Clarkson | and three fine grand-children 

r eaten whom Raphael would have 

os 6 ee loved te paint, but when on — 
“The tee Sunday we rattled out b | top of that the Master 

to see our. old friends, we ef | : a 
| 

. Shaws, who live in a little p | you te oe gen 
— of their own at the foot of| 

Mt. ‘Wilson. Their
 always hospit- 

able home stands on a me
sa over- 

looking Pasadena Glen, t
he can-| 

on running pack int
o Mt. Wil-' 

son, where it ends in a blank wal
l | 

water- |] we just made m 
over which there drops & a remarkabl “woman. “ghe had aif look é 
fall. From this mesa you magnetic: personality such as we 

of Valencia oranges pe “er 

oe me) pale gta oe and 5000} ‘filled with strangers, it would not 

home this year. Just below their ting personality in that 
and also” overlooking he room, and in half an hour those}; 

there would feel they had known! }. is the home of Dr. and M
rs. Rog- : 

3 ugh- : 
ers, the =a eae hee a8 her all their lives. Few women 
ter, a. grand-children, two} ~ were as well read, and she had a 

ares boys and a little girl, Mary a retained every- 
ae t ‘as pretty and as. sweet || : thing that she read or heard. | 
_ Ann, jus : _... Rather small in size, she had a e. | aa : 
as_ her old- fashioned | nam ag ‘marvelous smile that was con-!- her 

The writer’s grandfat stantly in use, and when she was out _ 
used to say that you get | well past her three-score-and-ten | . ve 
of this life hee be siden, ga | _ ghe was as vivacious as a young 
put into it. t deal out of Ga woman in her twenties. The art 
getting a grea _ of conversation was one of her de- 

life because they have oe |) | ss lighvful characteristics. and she} 
: | could interest the young as well | 

the world : a great deal. 

kind MAD a as the old. Indeed, we remember 

ple to call upon her, and when we 
told them in advance of her age, 

nau Paved |; when they had once met and. 
mn ‘ost | ee talked with her, the evening 

‘the same time most gra-|[7 passed like a half-step forward of || 
and most pene wt the hour hand, and we fairly had 
er had the privilege of kn to drag them away. Along with 
are great lovers of flowers. | 2 her other jewels of genius the lit- 
ai the potonel ig particu-; tle lady could write a letter that | 

na new gladiola | any editor or publisher would con-| © 
7: sider it a privilege to mee 

2. Sometimes we are not 
sure but what the art of ad 

_versation and that of letter . 
| wring are soon to be num- 

oe y _bered among ee et At | 
x : fe . any rate we sh always _ 

‘that | wonderful Traatisation i ae treasure: the memory of the _ 

eardinal and gold. Naturally the : s 4 racious little grandmother 

ink colonel is: going to call the new x $ who was ‘the mistress of them — 4g 

~~ flower “the Iowa State College.” || 7 | _both—akrs cas 

_» The Shaws are not going to re-|
 ee ashe 

.» lease any. of the pulbs until t
hey 

»® have a large stock of them on 
a hand, and we imagine the first = of 
=> them will go to Ames. 

= oe: home on a mesa over- | 

"touches your hand with the _|j 

| ) college. 4 

be, five minutes before she was) - 

one time we took some young peo-|| 

they were inclined to shrug their|| ~ 
shoulders and look bored, but |/~ 

college j; 
ef of the first | 

lass 1G app, business 
Lone maifitained this morning. 
when asked for Se on the | 

7] anniversary. 
“The college had its beginning | 

: fon Oct. 21; 1868 when the first | 
) students were admitted for study } 
and I know this for two reasons” | 
Dr. Cessna explained, “I was one | 
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© 1 of those first ‘kids’ myself and) 
on to their 22 acres || eae es Th bi t cia ee across the cany which have encountered in but very few|| ave the birth certificate ot theg 

: people. If she went into a room|| 
Written By Welch 

: The “birth certificate’ referred) i 
'to by Dr. ‘Cessna is an old letter |. 
recently discovered which was 

a written by President-elect A, S./ 
©) Welch on Nov. 5, 1868. It reads a 
/) in part as f lows: . 
“The institution opened on the 
21st of October according to public 

| notice and has beer in operation | 
7 two weeks. Sixty-one _ students | 
have ‘been | admitted, 54 young 

| men. ae seven. young ‘ladies. 
ee A. Foote, Dr. Townsend | 
and. Prof. Geo. W. Jones are here, 
-employed in giving instruction. 

> The departments’ of. labor, board- 
ing and study are being rapidly 
settled under an. iavesin a a per- 

"; manent system.” 
The conflict in dates comes feo 

} circumstanceg arising, during the 
early months. of the institution of 
the college, Mr. Knapp explained. 
“The college was first. opened on 
Oct. 21, 1868 and we have con- | 
vinced the. majority of people jin. 

) cluding Prof. L. B. Schmidt, who 
wrote a recent history of the 
college, of that fact, ” he said. 

Inaugural in March” od 
“However, at the time when me 

a President Welch was named for 
his position he was.a_ senator | 
from the state of Georgia and was | 
not released from hig duties until | 

Jafter March 4, 1869 so that his | 
formal inauguration did not come | 
until] after his arriva] to take 
Pull charge of the college.” 
In contrast to the staff of three 

Brofessors employed and the sys- 
j; tem of working in which students - 
| participated Towa State college 

1 now employqs 405 persons as full-) 
j time teachers, research and exten.} 
‘sion workers and between 150} 
and 200 part-time assistants and 

| instructors, while the annual ed- 
ucational payeet Rcanmiacige to $1,- 

472,000.00. 



“he entire college property con- 

sisté of 1,984 acres of land, 125 

‘of which are used for the college 

campus, on which are 70 buildings 

erected for the. various depart-|~ 

‘ments the total being valued at} 7 

B$8,185,189.42. 5 ) | : 

President R. M. Hughes in his 

© radio talk last night to Iowa State - 

alumnus commemorating the in-| 

auguration of former . president 

Welch and the dedication of 

‘first building said, “While the col! 

lege like al] living. things and all 

living institutions is changing? 

year to year and is now very dif- 

ferent in faculty, students and) 

equipment from the college of 40 

or 30 or even 10 vears ago, still 

we are trying very hard to main- 

tain the fine spirit here which 

fyou ‘knew in your day.” 

“T am deeply interested in trying 

to really understand the college, to 

erasp her traditions and to be-7 

come acquainted with her relation 

to the people of the state,” Pres- 

"ident Hughes said this. morning 

> “We are ambitious that she may/ 

‘serve the students and the state i 

a little better this year than last® 

] and a little better next year than , 



A. B. SHAW 
SWASTIKA VALENCIA RANCH = 

AND 

PASADENA GLEN TRACT PASADENA, CALIF. 

= — R. D. No. 3, Box 640 6/ 14,' Ag. 

ae aa cash. PHONE WAKEFIELD 8289 

i. 5. C. Ames, Iowa. Dear Friend:-- _ 
| My sister, 

dirs. Anna Shaw Yates of Hollywood has been 

ee over old letters, and brings us some 

of nine enclosed. I remember Dr. Pammel was 

collecting saris histopical matter of the col- 

lege, and thought it may be interesting to 

file. It is not improbable you found the same 

4m Prof Stanton's fiafiers, but 1t wili not hurt 
to add this. I send it thru you as you will be 

the best judge whether it will interest the 

“Alumni grouyi or ur, Pammel. 

i will enclose @ personal letter, also, from 

Abner Hitchcock, telling of the sad finale of 

our old bell-ringer classmate, Walter Woodward. 

This is a more than ordinarily fainful close 

of life. Just had a phone from Gao. I. 
Miller, who has been haring trouble with one 

eye and is going back to an Omaha specialist. 

He and John Hungerford will be Mt ps 

Charley Kegley is back from cae speaking 

broken English, tho 1 hav' nt yet met hi



Isn't it about time you and your good wife wer 

making that promised California visit? | 

we would be delighted to help make it fleas- 

ant for you. Part of our family are down at 

Balboe, island for the month, I tell Geo. — 

Miller he strained his eyes by trying to take 

in too much of the Beach scenery. 
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DR. A. B. SHAW 
SWASTIKA VALENCIA RANCH }/ch, ie. 80. 

: = AND 

F rof.. Ross:-- 3 : PASADENA GLEN TRACT Dear Sir:-- PASADENA, CALIF. 
: ~ . | 3 F aes P- NO, 1,,R0x 640 

| I appreciate very much your intergsk thie oe 

early history of I. 5. C. 

Naturally, as my home receivdd the papers 

of imotherlary E. Welth, my wife's mother, we have a mass of them 

1 wish you contemplated an early trip out here, to digest then. 

Just téday, in going thru some filed papers I came across a letter 

of father 4@., written in his last year, 1889,--no, two years before, 

I will enclose it, asking you to return it to me. 

i 

Most of it is personal, and not »%of interest, but it will give you 

a picture of his last years, in comfort, out here, after retiress 

ment from the college work. Hy daughter, Genevieve, recently mail” 

ed to Miss Roberts a very satisfactory photo of Pres. Welch, 

which I think she wiil have shown youe I have an old card photo-_ 

album of members of Class 1676, at al.,re@dy to mail as soon as I 

learn who is to be custodian of them. Have also written classmates 

who like myself are not going to stay with these souvenirs many 

years, and lr. A. 4. Elodgett writes me from Kansas City he is 

sending his photos to Sec. Earron. I have ea herbariums of myself 

and wife, 1874, ready to send to the college when I am essured 

that they are desired and that a safe depository exists for them. 

Prof. Pathmel once visiting me, here, said thay many of the specimhig 
h , ad been for Meany years extinct fron the territory about the 
20] e . x college Perhaps you have other collections of that pepiod. Your Botany j : any Man will know. I have letters from(Ret) «.J. Ss, Clarkson | 

; Pres't of the Board of trustees in the early seventi 

“a : 

-©8, bearing on 
co €6° problems, some of which would not bear quotation in ex 

tirelty, e; | Yo ven at this lpte date, also articles on those Carly days by mother Mary E | 7 . 4P° Which you way 3 J ey have eccess already. 

poe ily, A. EB. Show 



| DR. A. B. SHAW ss 
- SWASTIKA VALENCIA RANCH May 17, '40. 

AND 

PASADENA GLEN TRACT 

. PASADENA, CALIF. 

R. D. No. 1, Box 640 

PHONE WAKEFIELD 7218 © 

sec. Wallace HE, Barron, 

Alumni Ass'n, I..5. C. 
Ames Tlowa:-= — , | 

Hy Dear friend:-- 
: I wish, thru you, to express my 

sincere appreciation of the action of the Kerit Award Committeca 

of the Chicago I.S.C. Alumni Ass'n in mentioning my name in 

connection with Alumni activities. There were s0 many graduates 

more deserving of prominence, that 1 feel it is undeserved, tho 

Many of those who come to mind have gone to a higher reward. 
| professors and trustees, 

Of course I knew all the earlier graduates,,and there gere some 

wirile characters among then. 

It iat Simateabic that the few pioneers, mostly beginning farms 

ers, headed by BE. F. Gue, of@ Scott Co.,Peter Helendy, of Dubuque, 

should have initiated the great educational enterprize, in 1858, -=. 

by asking the legislature for a $10.000 appropriation. It was at 

first opposed by Iowa City, until its local miller, Goy. Kirkwood, 

endorsed it. (It is now widely agreed that colleges should be more 

in number and smaller, for the best results.) 

As I was born in 1657, I did not remember much of those first 

formative ten years: of the appointment of commissions to buy the 

site: to contract the first buildings: to secure a President and 

facultyli and to crystallize Courses of study, emphasizing agri- 

cultural and Industrial subjects which had never been included 

seriously in an educational curriculun. 

I have the letter to the Board, from Pres't Angell, of the 

University of Michigan, urging the presidency of Ur. Adonijah 

Strong Welch, a graduate of ita first class, who had been the 

fisst president of Michigan St&te Normal, and who had success- 

fully organized its courses of study. (Ey reason of the illness 86 

of his first wife, Eunice Buckingham, Mr. Welch had resigned and 
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ian “Pee 2- in Jacksonville, Florida, where he was,elected 

United States senator. His professor of Mathematics at Ypsilanti, 

(state Normal), was Geo. E. Dudley, both of Jonesville, Mich, 

was | 
whose wife, (nee )Mary Eeaumont. Prof. Dudley died

 en leaving a 

daughter, Wififred Dudley and son, George. Prof. Welch had two 

sons and a daughter. About the time of his acceptance of the pres~ 

idency at Ames, Prof. Welcha dnd Urs. Dudley wore married and 

came on to the site of vthe college. 

Somewhere, she who became my wife, Winifred ‘Dudley Shaw, (my class 

mate (1876) has written the sto ry of the arrival, at the old 

college farm house, of the president and family- I-tind a sketch 

> read to a Dew Moines Y. W. C. A. ahout the first of this cents 

: tury, of the founding of the Dept. of Home Economics by her mobget 

It is in pencil, as is another letter of hers, written at requset 

“and to Prof. Stanton, on the early "attend history. these are 

valued by my family, but I venture to send 0 you, sO that yau 

and Prof. Ross or others can copy anybhing pertinent, and return - 

to me. You doubtless have access to Josephine McHullen's article 

in June 2926 "Iowa Homemaker". on "Pioneering in Home Economics’. 

ie have meh other matter, but I do not know what is wanted. 

Again, with appreciation and interest, hastily, 

| : A- B. Shaw. 

I assume you have access to fhe Alumnus of May 1905, and the 

article there printed,:-®Bits of I. 5. C. History" by Winifred D. 

Shaw." By the way:-- It is misleading to talk about the annivers 

_ Bary of the opening of the college, as other than Oct. 21, 1868. 

It will, therefore celebrate its seventysecond birthdey, next a 
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On rereading, I find the talk my wife gave to Y. a. C. A. in Des & 

Moines, has very little pertinent to history, I therefore copy i- 

© pg. 7, One morning in Hay, 1876, acoumitee of the I. S. C.Eoard 

of Trustees, camw to my Mother, Mrs. Mary BE. Welch, and told her 

that they contemplated establishing a Department of Domestic Econ 

omy, and asked her as a ern of the WORK if she would, duripé& 

the Fall tern, deliver a 
course of lectures on that. 

subject to cee 

the girls of the Junior class. During the four preceding YOarss. . 

since the opening of the college, she had, at their vores filled 

in an emergency, nearly every position in the college economy, fo 

from cooking in the college Dormitory, to performing the President & 

duties in his absence. Eut now she was a little startled at bhe 

idea of formal Leabueee on a Science, as yet not yet recogbized as 

@ science, without precedent or literature, or even many sugesss- 

ful experiments. Eut, when she renonstrated, the Chairmen of -_ 

committee said:"If you will thll those girls how to keep house as 

you keep it, Mrs. Welch, it will be all we will asx of you." 

Sha hesitated no longer but tock up the new task with interest ad 

cheerfulness. A, course of eight lectures was given that 

Fall, on such topics ast--Household Management, Slovenliness a Sk 

Sin; Gare of the Sick; Training of Children, etc. And in the 

Spring, a little kitchen, twelve fect square, was fitted up in a & 

basement roon; the girls divided into classea of six or eight, and 

there they were taught to cook, the simple wholesome food suited 

to the homes on lowa Farms and in the Iowa villages; the materials © 

for which were to be found in any crossroads grocery. The little 

kitchen contained a charter-oak ratige and such cooking ufensils 

as would be needed in any ordinary home of the time. There ny moth_ | 

trained her girls to g9 out into the Joga homes and make good 

housekeepers, wives and mothers.® A.B. S 
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JOWA STATE COLLEGE 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
% Ames, lowa © 

Wa.tiace E. Barron, ’28 
Director of Alumni Affairs 

C. B. Murray , | | May 29, 1940 
Treasurer 

Dr. E. D. Ross 

S2l Beardshear 

Campus 

Dear Dr. Ross: 

Attached is some material which came recently 

from Dr. Shaw. 

If there is nothing of value here, return it 

to us. 

Sincerely, 

WEB:S : | Wallace FE. Barron 

Att. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ~ 
Dan 8S. CraxzeG, 09, President, Des Moines 
WaALTER Gozprmczn, *33, Vice President, Boone 
Maurine (Guass) MELCHER, Ex. ’33, Recording Secretary. Marshalltown. 
Arcy Crawrorp, Ex. 10, Philadelphia, Pa. 
PETER F’. Hopkins, "16, Mason City 
Harry J. Scumir, 25, Ames 
Cuas. W. Surrey, *25, Waterloo 
Leroy D. Snyper, ’14, Humboldt 
AULEN WHITFIELD, "04, Des Moines 


