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EXTRACTS FROM GENEVIEVE SHAW'S LETTER

Note: Mrs. Mary B. Welch visited her daughter, Mrs, A, B. Shaw, in Des Moines
during the period when my husband, Mr. Freeman R. Conaway, and Mr. Shaw were
business partners, I was impressed with her beauty and with her gracious,
charming personality; she was always stylishly gowned, yet with simple, exquisite
taste,

Genevieve Shaw, granddaughter of Mary B. Welch, lives in Pasadena, with her father.
Extracts from a recent letter, received from Miss Shaw, gives an intimate account
of Mary B, Welch.

Grandmother was nineteen, with two children, when her first husband died.
Soon afterward she taught in the Detroit Female Seminary, where her brother-in-
law was president, Later she married Dr. A. S. Welch and lived in Florida, where
he had a large plantation. He was sent to Washington and in a short time was
appointed President at Ames, Dr, ¥Welch died in 1889, in Santa Barbara, with
Grandmother and his brother, D, M, Welch, with him. At her husband's request, a
few years later, she married the President's brother, D. M. Welch, a wealthy,
retired wholesale grocer of New Haven, Connecticut. They always spent their
winters in California where they maintained quite a pretentious home.

I am sending you some pictures and a church magazine with an article
Grandmother wrote for a missionary group, It throws a new light on her many-
sided character, After her last marriage she became quite active in the Methodist
Church, as Mr, Welch was a member, and prominent in that denomination., Of course
you know she never did anything half-way, so she entered into this with great vim,
but after Grandfather's death, she returned to the Episcopal Church, as her sister
was living with her and it seemed foolish for them to attend different churches
and have different church activities. So she took a Sunday School Class of young
men about fifteen years of age and became such an influence with them that as
they grew to manhood they still stayed in her class. She entertained them
frequently at her home, and they were just like her own boys or grandsons. In
fact, we had a call the other day from one of the boys, who was closest to her,
whose family aleéys said he had never married because Mrs, Welch was his lady
friend, and he did not need a younger one.

Besides the °unday School Class, she became leader of the older men's group,
called the St. Andrew's Brotherhood. For a number of years it met at her home
once a month, with a party frequently for the wives and sweethearts., It was
quite remarkable, the way those middle-aged and elderly men hung on her words
when she talked of the Bible, She had such a fine collection of religious books
that it gave a good start to a young clergyman when she died.
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Word hee been received at Ames by Mrs. F. R. Conoway, announcing the death of
Krs. A. B. Shaw, January 2lst, at her home at Passadena, Calif.. Mrs. Shaw was t

the former Miss Winnifred pudley, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. A. 5. Welch. Dr. Welch

was the first Fresident of Iowa State College and krs. Mary B. Welch founder of

the department of Home Economics. Winnefred Dudley came to Ames as a little girlt
the sumaser of 1868, graduated in 13876, was aninstructor in music and a member of tle
Goddege faculty. She was married to Mr. A. B. shaw, class of 1876, in 1881, in
what is now known as International House, the home ouilt by Dr. Welch south of the
College Campus and named "The Gables'. She was, like her mother, an attractive, alet
woman, a devoted wife and mother and a lasting friend. She never ceased to love

the College at Ames.
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Mrs. Winifred D. Shaw,
Corning  Iowa.

My dear lirs. Shaw:

It was indeed a pleasure to have you and Mr. Shaw
vigit us at Ames in June. I am sure both faculty

and students will always have a hearty welcome for
the members of the family of President and Mrs. Welch.
Personally I delighted to B§VB had the opportunity of
meeting you and consideredia real pleasure to show
you the present Home Fconomics equipment.

I hope both you and lMr. Shaw will have & most delight-
ful vacation period.

Yours sincerely,

Vice Dean.

FEB.




Thanks Dr. Pammel for letting us see

this article.

We are using it and the

Leaveritt story in the ALUMNUS we are

now putting on the press.

Elizabeth Tiernan.

by the Editor|

By Frank P. Clarkson

to see our old friends, the A. B.

dise of their own at the foot of
Mt Wilson. Their always hospit-
able home stands on a mesa over-
looking Pasadena Glen, the can-
* yon running back into Mt. Wil-

F

/

across the canyon to their 22 acres

*“he has developed..

- r .
i g e e .
The other Sunday we ratiled out

ws, who live in a little para-

11
son, where it ends in a blank wa

ovei' which there drops & water-
fall, From this mesa you look

. valencia oranges from which
%iﬁly‘ghaw harvested 8000 hoxes
of fine fruit last year and 5000
this year. Just below their home
and also overlooking the canyon
is the home of Dr. and Mrs. Rog-
ers, the latter being their daugh-
ter, Myra. In this home there
are ihree grand-children, two
sturdy boys and a little girl, Mary
Ann, just as pretty and as sweet |
ag her old-fashioned name.

The writer's .grmd-tathe:
used to say that you get ou
of this life just what you have
put into it. The Shaws are
getting a great deal out of
lite because they have given
the world a great deal. They
are the kind who all
lives have been doing

Col.

or

s one of the most cultured

and at the same time most gra-|
cious and most fascinating ladies
we ever had the privilege of know-
g_are great lovers of ﬂowe;s.]
Just now the colonel is particu-|
larly interested in a new gladiola
' " The outer pet-

8 als of this gorgeous flower are
_ cardinal and the inner petals are |

f gold. The ? thing abont it is |
that Col. and Shaw are both

» graduates of the great Iowa State
College at Amet.ﬁ 1d the colors of | §

that wonderful institution are
cardiral and gold. Naturally the

%~ colonel is going to call the nexﬁ

- flower “the Iowa State College.

- The Shaws are not going lo re-
.+ lease any of the bulbs auntil they

have a large stock of them on

hand, and we imagine the first of

them will go to Ames.

It is something to have a
fine home on a mesa over-
looking a canyon with a beau-
tiful o rd just across the
way, a waterfall of your own
and three fine grand-children
whom Raphael would have
loved to paint, but when on
top of that the Master
touches your hand with the

1

has not yet been privileged to
sec, your cup is running full.

Mrs. Shaw's mother, of whom
we just made mention, was indeed
a remarkable woman. She had a
magnetic personality such as we
have encountered in but very few
people. If she went into a room
filled with strangers, it would not
be five minutes before she was
the dominating personality in that
room, and in half an hour those
there would feel they had known
her all their lives. Few women
were as well read, and she had a
keen mind that retained every-
thing that she read or heard.
Rather small in size, she had a
marvelous smile that was con-
stantly in use, and when she was
well past her three-score-and-ten
she was 4s vivacious as a young
woman in her twenties. The art
of conversation was one of her de-

ligheiul characteristics and she |
could interest the young as well

as the old. Indeed, we remember
one time we took some young peo-
ple to call upon her, and when we
told them in advance of her age,
they were inclined to shrug their
shoulders and look bored, but
when they had once met and
talked with her, the evening
pagsed like a half-step forward of
the hour hand, and we fairly had
to drag them away. Along with

her other jewels of genius the lit- |

tle lady could write a letter that

any editor or publisher would con-

sider it a privilege to publish.

Sometimes we are not so
sere but what the art of con-
versation and that of letter
writing are soon to be num-
_bered among the lost. At
any rate we shall always

3 ’;reasure the memory of the
gracious little grandmother
who was the mistress of them

elasgs, and“Herman Mhapp, business
when asked for comment on the
anniversary.

“The college had its beginning
on Oct. 21, 1868 when the first
students were admitteq for study |
and 1 know this for fwo reasons™ |
Dr. Cessna explained, "I was one §

(Continuea on 'Page Two)

'MARCH 17 NOT COLLEGE
'BIRTHDAY SAVS CESSNA

(Continued From Page One)

of those first ‘kids’ myself and
I have the birth certificate of the
college.”

Written By Welch

The *“birth certificate”’ referred
to by Dr. Cessna iz an old letter
recently discovered which was
written by President-elect A, S.
Welch on Nov. 5, 1868. It reads
in part as follows:

“The institution opened on the
21:t of October according to publie
notice and kas beer. in operation
two weeks. Sixty-one siudents
have  ‘been admitted, 54 young
men and seven young ladies.

“Dr. E. A. Foote, Dr. Townsend
and. Prof, Geo, W, Jones are here,
employed in giving instruction,
The depariments of labor, board-
ing and study are being rapidly
sottled under an efficient and per
manent system,”

The conflict in dates comes from
circumstances avising during the
early months of the institution of
the college, Mr, Knapp explained.
“The college was first opened on
Oct. 21, 1868 and we have con-
vinced the majority of people in- |
céluding Prof. L., B. Schmidt, who §
wrote a recent - history of the
college, of that fact.” he said.

Inaugural in March”

“However, at the time when
President Weleh was named for
his position he was a senator
from the state of Georgia and was |
not released from his duties until |
after March 4, 1869 so that his
formal inanguration did not come
until after his arrival to take
full charge of the college.”

In contrast to the staff of three
professors emploved and the sys-
tem of working in which students
participateq Towa State college

! now employqs 405 persong as full-

time teachers, research and exten.
sion ‘workers and between 150
and 200 part-time assistants and
instructors, while the annual ed-
ucational payroll amounts to §$1,

472,000.00,




e entire callege property con-
8 of 1,984 acres of land, 125
[ of which are used for the college
campus, on which are 70 buildings
erected for the various depart-

ments the total Deing valued at
$8.185,189.42.

President R. M. Hughes in his
radio talk last night to Towa State
alumnus commemorating the in
auguration of former . president
Weleh and the dedication of  thej
first building said, “While the col
lege like all living things and all
living institutions {is changing
year to year and is now very dit-
ferent in faculty. students and
equipment from fhe college of 40
or 30 or even 10 vears ago, still
we are trying very hard to main-
tain the fine spirit here which
vou knew in your day.”

“T am deeply interested in trying
to really understand the college, to
grasp her traditions and to be-
come gequainted with her relation
to the people of the state” Pres-
ident Hughes gaid this morning
“We are ambitious that she may
serve the students and the state
al little hetter this year than last
‘and a little better next year than
this."” 4




A. B. SHAW
SWASTIKA VALENCIA RANCH

s PASADENA, CALIF.

SADENA GLEN TRACT i
= R.D.No. 3, Box sa0 5/ 14,'29,

PHONE WA KEFIELD 8289
Hon, Herman Knanp,
I. S. C. Amee, Iowa. Dear Friend:--

Ky sister,
irs. Anna Shaw Yates of Hollywood has been
ru:aging over old letters, and brings us some
of the enclosed. I remember Dr. Pammel was
collocting sarly historical matter of the col-
lege, and thought it may be interesting to

1 file. It is not improbable you found the same
in Prof Stanton's papers, but it will not hurt
to add this. I sesnd it thru you as you will be
the best judge whether it will interest the
Alumni group or ir., Pammel.

I will enclose & personal letter, also, from
Abner Hitchcock, telling of the sad finale of
our old bell-ringer classmate, Walter Woodward.
This is a more than ordinarily painful close
of life. Just had a phons from Gso. I.
diller, who hes been having trouble with one
eye and is going back to an Omahaispocialist.

He and John Bungerforad will be out tomorrow.
/A

Charley Kegley is back from France, speaking

broken English, tho I hav'nt Yot met hig



Isn't it about time you and your good wife wer
mazking that Promised Califofnia visit?
Ro'would be delighted to helyp wmake it pPleas-
ant for you. Part of our family are down at
Balbos island for the month, I tell Geo.
Miller he strained his eyes by trying to take
in too much of the Esach scenery.

#ith kind regards, Sincerecly,

7 s
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Erg. Lily Besumont Grabam written in her ninetieth year,
The caly living member of the first College Fsoulty
Sente Barbers

Novesber 7,
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DR. A. B. SHAW
SWASTIKA VALENCIA RANCH lich, 19, '4(C,
AND

PASADENA GLEN TRACT
. o PASADENA, CALIF.

I appreciete very much your intorgsk Th B "50

Prof Rossi:--

early history of I. 5. C.
Neturally, as my home receivdd the papers

Fal

of ‘motheriiury E. Welg¢h, ny wife's mother, we have a mass of them.
1 wish you contemplated an early trip out here, to digest thenm.
Just tdday, in going thru some filed papere I ceme across a letter
of father ¥., written in his lust year, 1889,--no, two years before,
I will enclose it, asking you to return it to nme.
Most of it 1is personal, and not sof interest, but it will give you
a picture of his last years, in comfort, out here, after retirema
ment from the college work. Ky daughter, Genevieve, recently mail™
ed to Miss Roberts a very satisfactory photo of Pres. Welch,
which 1 think she will have shown you. I have an old card pjoto-
album of members of Class 1876, at al.,ready to mail as soon as I
learn who is to be custodian of them. Have also written classmates
who like myself are not going to stay with these souvenirs many

years, and Mr. A. 4. Elodgett writes me from Kansas City he is

sending his photos to Sec. EBarron. I have the herbariums of myself

and wife, 1874, ready to send to the college when I am essured
that they are desired and that a safe depository exists for them.

Prof. Padmel once visiting me, here, said thay many of the specimmg

had y y
been for meny years extinct from the territory about the

coll . ;] X
®ge. Perhaps you have other collsctions of that pesiod. Your

Eotany men will Enow.

Pres!

I have letters from(Ret) --J. 3. Clarkson

t of the Eoard of frustees in the early seventies
- »

bearing on
the college problens,

8one of which would not bear quotation in em

tirei i
Yy €ven at this lgte date, also articles on those early days

2 » o “Ilich you e Vv 8

e A, R §hﬂ..

by mother Eary E. We

F §




DR. A. B. SHAW
SWASTIKA VALENCIA RancH  Eay 17, '40.
AND

See. Wallgce E, Earron, b o ol e PASADENA, CALIF.

R. D. No. 1, Box 640
PHONE WAKEFIELD 7218

Alumni Ass'n, I..S. C.
Ames Iowgi-=

iy Dear friend:-=~

I wish, thru you, to express my

sincere appreciation of the sction of the Herit Award Committeem
of the Chicago I.5.C. Alumni Ass'nm in mentioning my name in
conneetion with Alumni activities. There were eo many graduates
more deserving of prominence, that I feel it is undeserved, tho
many of those who come to mind have gone to a higher reward.

professors and trustees,
Of course I knew all the earlier graduates,,and there mere some

virile characters among them.

It was remarkgble that the few pioneers, mostly beginning farme
ers, headed by B. F. Wue, oB Scott Co.,Peter Helendy, of Dubuque,
should have initiated the great educational enterprize, in 1888, -
by asking the legislature for a $10.000 appropriation. It was at
first opposed by Iowe City, until its loecal miller, Sov. Kirkwood,
endérsed it. (It i1s now widely agreed that colleges should be more
in number and sméller, for the bect results.;

A8 I was born in 1857, I did not remember much of those first
formative ten years: of the appointment of commissions to buy the
site: to contract the first buildings: to secure a President and
faculty¥ and to crystallize Courses of study, emphasizing agri-
cultural and Industrial subjects which had never been included
seriously in an educational curriculua.

I have the letter to the Board, from Pres't Angell, of the
University of Michigan, urging the presidency of Dr. Adonij&h
Strong Welch, & graduate of its first claass, who had been the
fiest preaident of Kichigan State Normal, and who had success-~
fully organized its courses of study. (By reason of the illness 8

of his firet wife, Eunice Buckingham, ¥r., Felch had resigned and




I. S. C. page Ra) leter
éntered bugi%esa in Jacksonville, Florida, where he was,elected

United Statee senator. His professor of lMlathematics at Ypsilanti,

(state Normal), was @Geo, E. Dudley, both of Jonesville, Kich,

whose wifgj?nee)ﬁary Eeaumont. Prof, Dudley died mmi& leamving a

daughter, Wififred Dudley and son, George. Prof. Welch had two

gons and & daughter. About the time of his acceptance of the pres-
idency at Ames, Prof. Welcha dnd krs. Dudley wore uarried and
came on to the site of ithe college.

Somewhere, she who became my wife, Winifred Dudley Shaw, (my cless
mate (1876) has written the sto ry of the arrival, at the old
college farm house, of the president and femily. I—figd;gésféﬁdh

read to & Deyw Moines Y. W. C. A. sgbout the first of this centm
(}vb+}' tury, of the founding of the Dept. of Home Economics by her mothe T
% It is in pencil, as 1is another letter of hers, written at request
{;?ﬁp{ and to Prof. Stanton, on the early co{iigzhiatory. These are

I3
a4 to you, so that you

valued by my family, but I venture to sen

and Prof. Ross or others can copy anybhing pertinent, and return .

to me, 3IYou doubtlesa have accesz to Josephine MckHullen's article

in June 2926 "lIowa Homemeker". on "Pioneering in Home Economics®.

We have ﬁﬁch other matter, but I do not know what is wanted.

Again, with appreciation and interest, hastily,

A. B. Shaw.

I assume you have access to The Alumnus of'nay 1908, and the
article there printed, ;-#Bits of I. 5. C. History" by Winifred D.
Shaw." By the way:-- It is misleading to talk about the gnmiverg
sary of the opening of the college, as other than Oct. 91, 1e68.

It will, therefore celebrete its sevontysecond birthdey, next &
o1 Slimamivin snona 4. E. S.

o9 Xog 'L 'ON 'd ‘¥
‘d1MYD ‘'YNaavsvd
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I. 8. C. pg. 8, !
On rereading, I find the talk my wife gave to Y. #. C. A. in Des ¥

Hoiﬁaé, has very liftle pertinent to hiétory, I therefore copyzé
L pE- 7> Oné morning iﬁ ey, 1876, acoumitee of the I. 5. C.Eoard
of Trustees, camw to my Mother, Mrs, Mary E. Welch, and told her
that they contemplated establishing e Department of Domestic Econ-
omy, and asked her es a beginning of the work, if she would, durigd

the Fall ternm, deliver a course of lectures on that subject to k¥

the girls of the Junior class. During the four preceding years,
since the opening of the college, she had, at their request filled
in an emergency, neerly every position in the college economy, b <
from cooking in the college Dormitory, to performing the President s
duties in his absence. Eut now she was a little startled at bhe
ides of formal lectures on s Science, as yet not yet recogbized as
a science, without precedent or literature, or even many success-
ful experiments. Eut, when she remonstrated, the Chairmen of the
committee said:"If you will tkll those girls how to keep house as
you keep it, krs. Welch, it will be all we will ask of you."
Sha hesitated no longer but took up the new task with interest ad
cheerfulness. A, course of eight lectures was given that
Fall, on such topice as:--Household Kenagenment, Slovenliness & Sk
Sin; €are of the Sick; ZTraining of Children, etc. And in the
Spring, a little kitchen, twelve feet square, was fitted up in a bk
basement room; the sirls divided into classes of six or eight, and
there they were taught to cook, the simple wholesome food suited
to the homes on Iowa farms and in the Iowa villagesj the materials
for which were to be found in any crossroads grocery. The little
kitchen contained a charter-oak ragge and such cooking upensils
a8 would be needed in any ordinary home of the time. There ny moth_

trained her girls to go out into the Ioma homes and make good

housekeepers, wives and mothers." AsB. S




IOWA STATE COLLEGE
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Ames, lowa

WavrLace E. Barron, 28
Director of Alumni Affairs

C. B. MURRAY May 26, 1940

Treasurer

Dr. E. D. Ross
321 Beardshear
Campus
Dear Dr. Ross:
Attached is some material which came recently

from Dr. Shaw.

If there is nothing of value here, return it

to us.

Sincerely,
WEB:S Wallace E. Barron
Att.

ALTER GER, "33, Vice President, Boone
ang‘ (Grass . "33, Eeti-:o-rdmg Secretary, Marshalltown




