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1138 West 29th Street,
Los Angeles, Califorania

April 2n,1920

Miss Elizabeth Storms,
Ames, Iowa

My dear Miss Stormsi=

Your nete seking me for a few words regarding theearly days
of the Home Economics Department brings to my mind the picture
of the two small rooms first set aside for its use.

They were in the basement of the old "Main "next to the Dining
Roome They were, I should judge about twelve by sixteen feet

half way under ground, and lighted each by two small windowa,
In one of them we had cupboards and tables and utensils for mixe

ing and baking and a very few very common dishes for serving. In the
other e charter Bak wood: stove, and, the pride of the Departe

ment, half a dozen qr so of copper cooking utensils., Also a
couple of wooden stationary tubs where laundry work wes done.

Altogether, I should sey, this equioment was what would be found
in the ordinary comfortable home, for a femily of six or eight.

I had, received, at that time no especial  training for the work
I had undertaken to do, aside from my years of housekeeping on
the Campus, and indeed there were at that time no schools of
Domestic Science where I could have received such training,

The idea, as a member of the Board expressed it, when askiag me
to undertake the work, was to teach the girls to cook and keep
housel

No vision then of the wide scope of the modern prefession of
Home Economics came to the eyes of the pioneers in the Science.

There was very little method of formality in my manner of conw
ducting those early classes., My lectures were intimate talks on
the ways and means I had found useful in my own home.

I think I had about a dozen girls at first, the members of the
class of '78 or was it '77! My memory is not as clear as it
should be as to that,

One thing we did to make our work practical was to cook a dinner

for a table of eight in the College Dining Room, three days in
each week. We were given the same materials from the kitchen

that were used for all the tables, but allowed to cook and serve
them as we pleased, and I can assure you each table awaited its




turn for our dinner with eagerness.

The other things we cooked were sold to the students at cost,
and sometimes we had orders ffom faculty ladies for cakes,pies
and breads

The following winter I went to New York where Miss Juliet Corson
was conducting a series of Cooking Lessons, one of the first
in the country, and later 2 course in London at the South Kensinge
ton Royal Cooking School resulting in a diplome or Certificate,
helped to broaden my outlook and better prepare me for my worke
: B :
I can hardly realize, as I sit here in my quiet home, half way
across the contineant, and nearly half a century in years away:-
from those busy and heappy days, that from such small and simple
beginnings has grown the great and varied Departiment in which
you are now working,

I am proud of you and of the College and with all my heart I bid
you God=apeed in the future.

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Mary B Welch
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