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URING our national existence we have
been much commented on by visiting
Europeans. The general opinion has

been that we were not only virile and enter-

prising, but most amiable and polite. Thack-
~ eray, commonly called a cynic and a satirist,
" d that we were delightful, and was
m«ﬂsh the men and women he me

whether in Boston or New Orleans.

I have held, after comparing our own peo-
ple with those who live in Iurope, and T
have a wide acquaintance with people both
at home and abroad, that the Americans
during the past two or three generations at
least have been the most genuinely polite
people in the world. They seemed to me to
have had something of the best of each of
the great European races—the straightfor-
wardness of the English, the simplicity of
the Germans, and the polish of the French.
But better than all, especially in their rela-
tions towards women, the American men
have seemed to me to be influenced and con-
trolled by a respect and a protecting care
which made them models of genuine chivalry. ,




But there is
one class of people in America which I fancy
is not likely ever to become infected with

| the baccilli of rudemess. I allude to the
plain people, the common people. They are
' too good and too substantial at bottom ever
to become very vulgar. They have never
~ been adepts in the graceful social arts. On
the contrary, they have never been ac-
quainted with them and care nothing about
them. But they are honest and kind, and
. they hate meanness and nastiness for the
deadly sins that they are. And they know
them, too, at sight. They are simple and
unaffected, but they are as far as possible
from being foolish. A lady of experience
told me the other day that she believed the
plain, every-day, common American man was
the most dependable creature alive. They
never fail you. There is no kindness they
will not undertake, no service they will not
render. 2 E '

we are in a most uncomfortable condition,
uncomfortable and utterly unlovely. But I
am sure it is merely a passing condition, a
Ea.rt of the process of evolution which has

e g on from the beginning of time

 on forever.
Th e W .











































