














































URING our national existence we have 

been much commented on by visiting 

Europeans. The general opinion has 

been that we were not only virile and enter- 

prising, but most amiable and polite. Thack- 

-eray, commonly called a cynic and a satirist, 

found that we were delightful, and was_ 

ith the men and women he met 

n or New Orleans. /~ 

f | have held, after comparing our own peo- | 
ple with those who live in Hurope, and I | 
have a wide acquaintance with people both | 
at home and abroad, that the Americans 
during the past two or three generations at 
least have been the most genuinely polite 
people in the world. They seemed to me to | 
have had something of the best of each of 
the great European races—-the straightfor- 
wardness of the English, the simplicity of | 
the Germans, and the polish of the French. | 
But better than all, especially in their rela- 
tions towards women, the American men 
have seemed to me to be influenced and con- 
trolled by a respect and a protecting care 
which made them models of genuine chivalr 






























