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“Mes. Welch Wife of Fiest President ‘Dies

Mrs. Mary B. Welch, wife of the first presi-
dent of Iowa State College, passed away peace-
fully at her home in Los Angeles, California,
January 2, after a three days’ illness, follow-
ing a stroke of paralysis.

Preceding this last attack, which was the
fourth, Mrs. Weleh had been fairly comfort-
able. In company with her two sisters, Mrs.

In accord with her will, the funeral was held
at her home in Los Angeles and the body cre-
mated at Rosedale cemetery. The ashes were
placed in an urn and will be brot to Ames in
the spring by Dr. and Mrs. Shaw to be interred
beside the body of Dr. Welch in the college
cemetery. This will be in fulfillment of a
promise made Dr. Welch.

Mrs. Mary B. Welch.
Picture Taken at Home of Dr. A. B. Shaw.

Graham 78 and Mrs. Murphy 92, she had spent
Christmas at the ranch home of her son-in-law,
Dr. A. B. Shaw ’'76, near Pasadena. At this
time Mrs. Weleh, who was 8214 years old, ex-
pressed a desire to be released from the cares
of this life, a wish that was granted a week
later.

To Mrs. Welch belongs the distinction of
having established the first classes in “domes-
tic science” ever taught in an established col-
lege, which were started in 1872, The diffi-
culties she faced and how they were over-
come are related in an article, “The Early Days
of Domestic Science at 1. 8. C.,”” by Mrs. Welch,
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which is reproduced from an earlier issue of
the Alumnus. She continued to teach for 11
years.

When Mrs. Welch came to Ames in 1869 she
lived with her husband in “Old Main" building,
which was then used for dormitory and class
room purposes. Later they occupied a home
built for them on the campus just northeast
across the road on the brow of the hill from
the present Music Hall. This building was
later used for instructional work in “domestic
science” and was afterwards known as Music
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Hall. In 1881 the Welch's built “The Gables,”
which they occupied until the death of Dr.
Welch about 1890.

Mrs. Welch was a woman of exceptional abil-
ity along organizing lines. Her gentleness and
strength of character and sweetness of dispo-
sition endeared her to all who knew her. These
qualities of soul are fittingly recorded in the
remarks of Dr. Cessna and the resolutions
passed by the faculty. She left an indelible
impress upon the lives of the students of the
early years of the college.

The Ecu:'ly Da,ys of Domestic Science at I. S. 6.

When a Department of Domestic Economy
was first decided upon by the Board of Trus-
tees, it became necessary to find a teacher to
take charge of it. There were no schools of
the kind proposed anywhere, no text-books, nu
trained teachers. So the Board was fairly
forced to begin the experiment with such man-
agement as could be secured at home. Some-
one suggested my name and a "mittee was
sent to offer me the position.”™ With fear and
trembling 1 finally decided to t‘?} after telling
the committee frankly that I was without ex-
perience in that sort of teaching, that there
were no established precedents (o guide me
and no classified courses for me to follow.

Then began a search for teachers or a school
where instruction could be had. We learned
that Miss Juliet Corson had opened a School
of Cookery in New York, and thither I took my
way the winter previous to the opening of the
course at Ames.” The following winter vaca-
tion found me at the South Kensington School
of Cookery in London, but in neither place
could be secured any systematic, progressive
course of study or any breadth of outlook.
Many amusing incidents of that Loncon ex-
perience might be told. The only object of the
school there was to train cooks for service.
It was incomprehensible to the English mind
that a woman, apparently a lady, whose hus-
band was, as my letters of introduction proved,
at the head of an important institution of
learning, should be anxious either to learn or
to teach cooking. The question was often asked
me what family I was engaged to work for
when I received my certificate. But, after all,
what did that matter? At the end of three
months’ genuine drudgery, a certificate was

By Mary B. Welch.

conferred, which ought to have been framea
and hung in the Cellege-Miseum.

The work at the College began in two small
basement rooms adjoining the dining room of
the old Main Building. The plan was to make
the work as practical as possible, which was
fortunate for the teacher who had few pet
theories but much actual experience in house-
keeping. General Geddes, the college steward,
was persuaded to measure out material for a
dinner for one table in the dining room each
day, the exact quality, and, as nearly as pos-
sible, the exact quantity used in the College
Kitchen, the class to prepare and serve it un-
der the instruction of the teacher. It was an
ambitious way to begin, but it interested the
class, gave them a definite purpose in their
work and more than pleased the students who
dined at the table selected. The cooking was
dene on a Charter Oak stove. No gas or elec-
trie appliances, or aluminum uiensils wero
then available. This was the Freshman class
course. Bread, salads, desert, cake, etc., were
tanght in the more advanced classes. Orders
were secured from the Faculty families for
bread and cake, and the eclasses, on occasion,
prepared refreshments for special gatherings
as they were ordered. The College family was
much smaller then than now, so these things
were feasible. Everyone was interested in the
new experiment and willing to help in every
way. Then came a day when it was acknowl-
edged that Domestic Economy, as it was then
called, had won a place for itself, had come to
stay and deserved more room and better guar-
ters, so it was promoted to South Hall. Then
the College dinners had to be abandoned, but
numerous orders for bread, pastry and salads
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continued to be filled. 5

One of, indeed the chief, of rewards for the
strenuous work of those early years, has been
the numerous letters from married graduates
expressing gratitude for the instruction given.
One, in particular, from a graduate and post-
graduate, a remarkably intellectual woman,
pleased me much. The writer said she felt,
when required to go into the class in her Sen-
jor yvear, that the time was going to be wasted,
but that now, being a housekeeper, she real-
ized that no year’s work had been more profit-
able than the year in Domestic Economy. One
enthusiastic girl declared, after a successiul les-
son in desserts, that when she was married
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she was going to live on cream-puffs and lemoi
jelly, but when she actually had a home of her
own, wrote that she had come to the conclu-
sion that, after all, bread and butter and prop-
erly broiled beef steak were better for a steady
diet, and that her husband was glad she knew
how to prepare both in first class style.

It rejoices me to know that from these primi-
tive beginnings, a fully equipped and well
manned department has developed. I offer my
congratulations to all concerned in the opening
of the new building, and wish for the Depart-
ment a most useful and prosperous career.—

(June, 1912, Alumnus.)

Gonceming the ‘Death of Mes. Mav_y B. Welch

Remarks by O. H. Cessna.

Let me give a concrete picture of two of
those olden days as a background that I may
weave in what I want to say about this elect
lady so recently gone to her reward.

The announcement of the death of Mrs.
Welch puts me in a reminiscent mood. 1 am
livng so much in the present-day life of this
great institution that only now and then do I
drop back into thinking of those olden days.
Indeed, as I think of the events connected with
the beginnings of the college in which I took
part, T seem to be thinking of historical char-
acters—people known only through reading
about them or in hearing someone talk about
them and not as known by association with
them. It almost seems as if it were another
existence—another life so to say—with another
personality taking part in it long since left be-
hind. Think of it! I came here as a raw coun-
try boy, a little past sixteen years of age,
when on Oectober 21, 1868, the first class-roll
was ever made in this institution. I was here
also March 17th at the regular opening of the
College when President Welch was inaugurated.
The first preliminary term started to get the
machinery of this great college limbered up,
was cut short by the inadequacy of our heating
plant, and the cold winter froze us out. For
years our vacations were held in the winter
time, The years’ work closed sometime in No-
vember and the new year began along in March.
This plan served two purposes, it gave us boys
a lot of practical work on the farm here at
the college in practical agriculture in the sum-
mer time and it also gave us opportunity to

teach school in the winter time. This helped
us pay our expenses. I, myself, taught a
couniry school four months each winter while
here, receiving forty dollars a month. By work-
ing at the college, mostly on the farm or cam-
pus, I was able to pay my way through the
four years I was here.

It was along about the time President Welch
was inaugurated in March, 1869, that I first
saw President and Mrs. Welch. He had been
on the campus for two or three weeks preced-
ing the short term beginning October, 1868,
but had returned to his duties in the United
States Senate and Professoy George W. Jones,
uncle of President Pearson, was left in charge
of affairs.

I well remember those days. The first work
I did was to help haul out the broken concrete
from two buildings that had proved failures.
One was the President’s home, which was later
used for Botany, Veterinary Science, Home Eco-
nomics and finally as Music Hall. It was lo-

. cated on the knoll just east of the present Mu-

sic Hall, south of Agricultural Hall, and later
was destroyed by fire. The other was the home
of Professor Jones, where Dean Stanton later
lived so many years. Both of these buildings
had been made of concrete blocks 4x4x8 in.
The President’s house had fallen in and Pro-
fessor Jones' house showed signs of failure, so
both were taken down and rebuilt of briek.
Our first work as students was to haul out the
concrete and put it on the driveway which
circled the central campus, which President
Welch had laid out. The failure of these build-
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ings made it necessary for the president and
professors with their families all to live in the
old Main building, where the students roomed.
We all ate together in one common dining room
and thus were like one large family. We all
assembled at the meal hour and remained
standing at our places until the blessing was
asked and then the meal was served. We thus
came into quite intimate touch with our pro-
fesors.

I remember Mrs. Weleh very well indeed. We
felt a kind of awe of the president and his
family. They came to the college with their
two children, Winifred and Genevieve. Two
bright, happy girls. Winifred later became
Mrs. Shaw and Genevieve married Mr. Barstow
and died a few years later and is buried in our
little cemetery near where President Welch
now lies and where Mrs. Welch’s remains will
be interred in the spring.

Mrs. Welch must have been about twenty-
nine or thirty vears of age. She was a beauti-
ful, stately, dignified woman. Quite a bit
younger, as I take it, than the president. She
impressed us as refined, cultured, quiet, re-
served, neat. We wanted to be clean and cour-
teous in her presence. She seemed to be
thoughtful of others, was even-tempered and
held herself well in hand. I had her sister,
Miss Beaumont, as my German teacher and I
remember the influence of the family on my
young mind. I thought of them as the ideal
tn be achieved if a person wished to be refined
and cultivated. I had thought of them as rep-
resenting the sturdy, literary, refined qualities
of the historic New England families. Mrs.
Weleh's home was a place of refinement, Good
taste was manifested everywhere. Good books
and periodicals abounded. There were good
pictures on the walls and there were evi-
dences of that culture which we should aim to
achieve if we wish to be educated.

I can still see in my mind’s eye the picture
of Mrs. Welch very clearly visualized. There
must have been some striking and enduring
qualities about her life and personality to thus
impress us students so strongly. She was es-
sentially feminine and refined in her bearing
and as I have said was always neat and ladylike
and gracious. She had certain little winning
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gestures or attitudes or mannerisms that drew
you to her. She was deeply interested in the
students and we felt that she was unselfish and
her very presence stimulated the better things
in our nature., When she came into the dining
room with the other ladies of the faculty, quiet
prevailed and a certain decorum was the result
of her presence. She was very careful in her
dressing and the training of her children. She
was thoughtful of others and helped us diffi-
dent country boys to find our tongues in con-
vergation. She was a beautiful conversationalist,
using almost faultless English.

That I should have such a clear visualization
and memory of Mrs. Welch is all the more re-
markable since I have seen very little of her
since my graduation from the college in 1872.
I soon after went to Evanston for further
schooling and was in and about Chicago for
nearly twenty-five years. 1 was on the campus
only once or twice, I think, during that time.
But I have carried in my mind the clear, defi-
nite image of Mrs. Welch's apeparance and
have cherished her memory as one of the
bright, helpful influences of my college life
here. It was my privilege to call on her three
or four years ago in her home in Los Angeles,
where I met an older sister, a Mrs. Murphy,
and also her other sister, my old German teach-
er, Mrs. Graham, I found her the same refined,
cultured, beautiful character, with the same
modest, winning ways. Her matured personal-
ity was ripening for the great {fransition at
the close of a long, beautiful life. Mrs, Murphy
was writing an account of their experiences
when Mr. Murphy was American Counselor to
Frankfort, Germany. There was the same vig-
orous, wide-awake personality as of the olden
days.

Mrs. Weleh was one of those rare personali-
ties who shed a beautiful, refining, Christian
influence as the very essence of their being,
the fragrance of their beautiful lives. I do
not remember so much what Mrs. Weleh said,
but I do remember what she was. Her's is a
beautiful fulfillment of the scriptural promise,
“Blessed be the dead that die in the Lord, for
they do rest from their labors and their works
do follow them.”

“Memorial for “Mes. Mavy B. “Welch

With the death of Mrs. Mary B. Weleh, on
January 2, 1923, at Los Angeles, California,
there was closed the career of a very remark-

able woman, versatile, a homemaker, resource-
ful, energetic and, above all, a woman of fine
Christian qualities, all of which combined to
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make her one of the outstanding characters of
the lIowa State College faculty of the early
days. Her range of activities extended not
only to the faculty and student body at lowa
State College, but she was interested in the
larger commonwealth, Towa. Iowa State Col-
lege was dear to her and because of the new-
ness of Iowa, much hardship was endured. It
is related that Dr. and Mrs. Welch had to go
to Des Moines to make a plea for the college
and in order to get there at the appointed time
it was necessary to drive with a team on a
very cold day and Mrs. Welch became chilled
through, but the day was won.

Mrs. Welch was a real service to the college
in that she gave to Dr. Welch many suggestions
along educational lines in a field untried. Ehe
therefore heiped shape the early policies of
this young institution and make it what we
have today. Dr. Welch could implicity rely
upon the good judgment of Mrs. Welch., She
was the first home economics teacher in a Land
Grant College in this country and to her the
state and nation owe a debt of gratitude for
planning a course in which the practical and
theoretical sides of home economics were con-
sidered equally important. It was her idea that
the home economics course should be so plan-
aed that a woman should have a well rounded
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education, placing emphasis on the cultural
gide of education as well as the practical. Mrs.
Welch was a cultured woman, who realized the
importance of placing woman on such a foot-
ing that she could meet the problems of the
day in the home and in society.

Iowa State College, therefore, appreciates
not only the great service she has rendered to
education, but also the quiet, dignified, Christian
character of the woman in the home, church
and society, and what other achievements may
be accomplished by man or woman rests on
the solid foundation of the home, that in the
passing of this noble woman at the age of 82
there has been left a fine impress on the stu-
dent body, faculty and friends of a noble, self
sacrificing life. Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that Iowa State College
faculty tender to the bereaved family our deep-
est sympathy upon the death of this fine wo-
man and that a copy of this memorial be spread
on the minutes of the faculty and sent to the
bereaved family: Colonel and Mrs. A. B. Shaw,
Mrs. Graham (formerly Miss Beaumont) and
Mrs. Murphy.

0. H. CESSNA
HERMAN KNAPP
L. H. PAMMEL
EDNA E. WALLS.

A Tribute to QQnevaL Lincoln

By Col. Guy 8. Brewer '97.
Armistice Day Exercises, Nov. 11, 1922.

1 deeply appreciate the priyilege of speaklngf

on this ocecasion. General/Lincoln was
friend and I feel that in his death I have lost
not only a friend but also a comrade. _.-’f‘his
college and community has likewise fost a
friend and comrade. His influence mg;kr-'d the
students of this institution for nearly forty
years—he believed that their most important
training was their military educa.t'ion.

His sterling character and indomitable spirit
has exerted an ifnfluence that I/cannot measure
by words.
a character, but those of us who came in cony
tact with it feel its influence, It is impussib]se
to tell of tHe breadth and depth of that influ-
ence. Tho‘ée of us who have felt it, value it
today as a priceless heritage. /

Above everything else, /General Lincoln/ was
a soldier. His speech, actions and very .pres-
ence more than ordinary knowledge of other

It is not pcnamiblei to picture such,’

affairs, but in }llitary subjects he was a giant.
On the surfdce he often appe‘aﬂ'ed to be a
strict disciplinarian and unsymphthetlc, but af-
ter all he was of a kindly spirit that loved
friendships and appreciated the companionship
of comrades.

He was an ideal host and in camp took great
e‘qjoyment in having his officers gather at his
tent, where he would_.ﬂiscuss the campaigns of
the War of the Rebellion. Seldom did he di-

7
/gress to consider Buropean leaders, for he be-

lieved that for clear thinking and gquick action
our armies had/ produced the equal of the
world. His oﬂ.’iﬁers and men were to him a
personal pride and their suceess or failure was
of more than m‘:nssing interest to him. To those
he loved best he was most strict, for to him it
was a positijve injury to see those he loved
depart from paths of right. It was well known
(as the military saying goes) that those he
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pointed us. He fought our new piano as if it
were an enemy; and some of us desired that,
like Samson of old, he might be shorn of his
seven locks. We will not neglect to say. how-
ever, that his *“Spinning Song,” by Litolff, and
‘‘La Gazelle,” by Kullak, were very acceptable.
Miss Marsland gave two selections with her
usual artistic grace. Her second, “Dolly’s Re-
venge,” was recited with a very appropriate
piano accompaniment. The audience was an
appreciative one, and while every number was
received with courtesy, the really meritorious
were enthusiastically encored.”

HYMENEAL.

Married—ln Santa Barbara, Cal., Mareh 25, 15890, Mg.
DwianT M. WELCH, of New Haven, Conn., and
Mus. MARY B. WELCH, of Ames, Iowa.

Mr. Welch is a merchant and capitalist of
New Haven, Conn., where he has been engaged
in the grocery trade for the past forty-five
years, and is president of the leading national
bank and prominent in social and business af-
fairs of that city. He is a brother of the late
Dr. A. S. Weleh, of the State Agricultural Col-
lege, and is a gentleman of merit and worth.
Mrs. Weleh is known for her zealous work at
the Iowa Agricultural College and her active
effort in every good cause. They had a quiet
wedding at the residence of Mrs. Stafford, near
Santa Barbara, Cal., leaving yesterday after-
noon for a tour to San Diego, San Bernardo,
Los Angeles, Pasadena and other California
points. They will return to Santa Barbara
about the middle of May, and will remain there
during the summer months, where they will be
joined by relatives from Iowa and Connecticut.
The Register joins with the many lowa friends
insending congratulations.— Des Moines Register.

EXCHANGE.

The Vidette Reporter of Avpril 12 eontains a
most interesting plan tor the maintenance of a
college paper. The University students are up
with the times.

It is an old saying that *‘Vinegar won’t catch
fiies.” Some of our bright students should re-
member that sarcasm and ridicule never make
friends.—College Days.

The lowa Wesleyan is one of the brightest of
our exchanges. It is in every respect a stu-
dents’ paper; full of news and in every way an

24 THE AURORA.

honor to the institution it represents. Its edit-

ors are evidently wide awake.

A Freshman knows everything; he has ex-
plored the universe and has proved all things.
A Sophomore has the wisdom of an owl, but
like that sedate bird keeps still about it. A
Junior knows a little, but begins to be doubtful
about it. A Senior knows nothing. This is
supposed to be the explanation of the fact that
so much information ¢an be found in our col-
leges. The Freshman brings in a good supply
of knowledge and the Senior takes none of it
out.—Ez.

College Chips, of Lutheran College at Deco-
rah, is the only college paper in Iowa printed in
two languages.

The Dakote (‘ollegian for last month contains
ar. interesting article on *‘Scientific Women.”
In general the Collegian is a good paper, but
contains too few editorials.

The Corneilian has a department of fine arts.
Its locals are interesting even to students of
other colleges.

The Fayette Collegian contains a spiey ae-
count of the state contest. After severely crit-
icizing the actions of one of Mount Fleasant’s
so-called professors, who seems to have made
himself especially odious in the eyes of the ora-
torical association, it pays a high compliment
to the editor of the Wesleyan, who was the
ehairman of their deiegation, in the following
language: *“ We congratulate I. W. U. on her
choice of a chairman. A fairer and more hon-
orable gentleman than W.F. Kopp would be
hard to find. For once pnlitical tricksters and
“home rushers’ were beaten by the honesty and
ability of their own man.”

Quite a number of our exchanges have ex-
pressed themselves very decidedly against ex-
aminations at the end of the college term.
While there may be a few students who. by un-
fair means, manage thus to pass up studies
which they could not from daily recitations, yet
there can be mueh good obtained from these
final examinations, if properly conducted 1In
studying many subjects, we take up only a part
at a time, making the work more or less discon-
nected; the necessary review preparatory to an
examinition places the whole in a clear light
before the mind. The Cadet seems to think the
greatest objection to the examination system is
that the same questions are used repeatedly by
professors year after yvear, and all that is neces-

Y., 1670
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Let me give n conerete pleture of two of thoss olden
daye am a baokground that I may weave in what I =ant to
say about this eleot lady »0 recently gone to her reward.

The announcement of the death of iMrs, Weleh puts me

in a reminescent mood, I am living so much in the present™
day 1ife of this great institutbon that only now and then
40 1 drop back into thinking of those olden days, Indeed,
ag I think of the evente connected with lhow”n of the
2:.1}$um:iltut=lutxamuht u‘ hig-

eharacters - pe oﬁ—lu‘uquau
about ﬁnuintmr: someone talk about them and not
a8 nown by assoeiation with them, It almont seems a0 1if
it were snother exintence - another life so to -~ with
another personality taking part in it long sinee
behind, Think of 1%l I came here asm a raw gountry boy,
a little past sixteen yoars of age, when on October 21, 1868,
the first olase-roll was ever made in thie inetitution, I
was here alsc Mareh 17th at the regular opening of the College
when President 7Zelch was inaugurated. The first prelimin.
ary term started to get the machinery of thies great college
lisbered up, was out short by the inadegtaey of our hest-
ing rlant, and the cold winter froze ts out, FOr years
our vagatione were held in the winter time. The yeur's
work closed sometime in November and the new year bogan
along in Herch, This plan served two purposes, it gave us
boys & lot of practical work on the farm here at the College
in practical agrioulture in the summertime and it slso
g:o ue rétunity to teach schoel in the wintertime,

8 hel U8 pay our sxpenses., I, myself, taught »

country schoel four months each winter while here, receiving
forty dollara a month, By working at the College, most

on the farm or campus I was able to pay ay through
four years 1 was here. L“M

It was ua{.::nt the time Freslient “aloh was imgug-
urated in March that I first saw fresident and Mre.
Weleh, He had beenn on the campus for two or three weeks
preceding the short term b Cetober 1868, but had
returned to his duties in United States "enate and
Profesnor George . Jones, uncle of ’reol dent Fearson,

was left in charge of affaire.

I well remember those dayes., The firet work I 4id was
\ %0 hely haul out the broken conorete from two buildings
Tt —>that had proved fallures, One ~as the ‘resident's home
ik ¢h wae later used for Botany, Veterinary ideclence, Home
Reonomiocs, and finally ae Musio Hall. It wae located on
the knole just eash of the present Musie gouth of
Agrienltural Hall, and later wag destroyed by fire. The
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eentral campus whioh $rosident ‘elch had laid out, The
failaure of these buildinge made it necessary for the
iresident and Frofessors with thelr families all to live
in the old Main Building wvhers the studente roomed, We
Aall ate together in one common dining room and thus were
1ike one large family., #e all assenbled at the meal hour
and remined standing at our places until the blessing wae
asked and then the meal wae served., UJe thus game into
quite intimate touch with ouwr Professors,

I remember lMre, “eloh very well indeed, We folt &
Eind of awe of the Preaident snd his family, They came
te the oollage with thelr two children, Winifred and Jeni-
vYeve, TWO bright happy girle, Winifrel later became
Shaw and Geniveve married a ¥r, Bargtow and died a few years
iater and is buriel in our little College cemetery near where
fresident Weloh now liee and where lre, “eloh'e remains
will be interred in the spring.

lra, ¥elch must have been about twenty-nine or thirty
years of fhe was a beauti stately, Aignified
woman,. ‘uite a bit younger, as I e 1t, than the ‘resident,
She impresned us as refined, cultured, quiet, reserved,
neate %o wanted to be clean snd courtecuvs in her presence,

She seomed to be thoughtful of others, was even-tempered and .
held herself well in de 1 had her sigter, Mise lm«@u‘i

EY ] German teacher and I remenber the influsnce of the
family on my young mind, I thought of them as the ideal
to be achieved if a porson wished to be refined and oulti-
vateds I had of them as reprecenting the "
literary, refined, qualitise of the historie New

wmilies, Mra, Weloh's home was a place of refinement, Wil

taste was manifested everywhere, Good books and

pericdicals sboundeds There were good pletures on the walls
alid there were ovidences of that eulture whieh we sheunld
aim to achieve if we wish to be eduonted.

I san still see in my mind's eye the pieture of lira,
Weleoh very clearly vicualized, There muet have been some
striking and enduring qualities about her 1ife and personsliity
to inpress us students sc stromgly. ©She wae esmentially
femi and refined inm her bearing and as ! have gald wae

8 neat and ladylike and graeciovs. 5he had certain little

Ag gesturese or attitudes or mannerieme that Arew you
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That I should Bave such a olear visualisetion and memory
of Mrg. Geleh is the more remariable gince I have seen
v:g little of : sinee my graduation from the
e in 1872 I soon after went to Zvanston for ferther
echoo and was In snd abowt Chigagoe for nearly twenty-five
Jearas was On the ¢ampus ounly once or twice I thimk during
that time, But I have carried in my mind the clear definits
image of Hra, Seleh'e appearance and have cherished Ler
memory as one of the bright helpful influences of my college
life here.s It wae my privilege t¢ oall on her three or four
years age in her home in Loe Angeler where 1 mst an older
sister, a lire, Murphy, and aleo bher other sister, my old
German teacher, lirs, Sraham, 1 found her the sume relined
eultured, besutiful character, with the same mcdest, winuning
wayse Her matured ru-smnt{ was ripen for the great
transition at the close of a loag beautiful 1ife, lrs. Murph
wae writing account of their experiences when Mr, Hurphy
was inerican wto FPrankfort,lermsny, There wae the
same vigorote wide-aweXe personglitiy as of the olden dayss

Hrp., “eloch was one of those rare personalities who shed
a beautiful refialng ckristian influence ae the very eosence
of their being, the fragr@nce of thelr beautiful lives, 1
40 not remember s¢ much what Jires Yeleh eaid but I do remenber
what she was, Her's im & Deauntiful felfillment of the
seriptural promise Mlessed by the dead that die in the Lord
for they do rent from their labores and thelr worke de follow

them",
Os He Cesena.




MEMORIAL EXERCISES**MAY 20, 1923, Lo

President Pearson:

My friends, we have come together to give proper expression to our
respedt and love for Mary Beaumont Welch. Probably there was no one ex-
cept her husband, Dr. Welch, our firet president, who knew so intimately
the work, the aspiration of this college in the days of its conception and
in the first days of its upbuilding, It was my privilege last fall when
in the West with President Riggs of our Alumni Associstion, in company with
Mr. Wattell, to visit Mrs. Welch. She was living in Los Angeles with her
two sisters. Mrs. Shaw was there to welcome us. It was & most delightful
little visit. We thought as we were there, and as we were leaving, of the
beautiful 1ife she had led and of the way in which she was maintaining her
interest in things worth while, and especiaslly of her very deep interest
in things that were going on here at the old home. She asked 2bout her old
friends, whose number has deereased so mich in recent years. She wanted
to kmow about this and that, in reference to the college, Her interest was
here. We are glad that members of the family have seen it fit to bring her
ashes he® for interment beside the remains of President Welch, where they
will lie in rest forever, We who are here and those who will folldw us,
always will look upon this little spot of ground as & sacred shrine vhere
we may come to find new hope, see new vision, and gain new coursge in help~-
ing to carry on the policies and the purposes thet President Welch, with
her good help, first established.

(Song--Girl's Quartett)

It is most sppropriate that the address should be given by Chaplsin Cessns,
& member of the first class to enter Iowa State College.

Dr. Cessna;

Dear Friends, I recognize the fitness of my spesking on this occasion,
but I certainly shrink from the duty for I feel that the right word should
be uttered and that proper honor and spprecietion should be given to the
memory of this, our friemd, both because of her besutiful qualities of life
and because of her distinguised service to the co0llege and the genersl
cause of education. Again do I miss my old friend, Dean Stanton, He spoke
on these occasions again and again, but thet tongue is silent forever. His
body lies yonder in that grave. One needs but t0 look around in this cem-
etery and see the names which are engraved on the marble slabs to know that
the generation of fellow-workers of some of us is rapldly paseing, and the
great tasks so fondly cherished are fallihg into other hands, We call their

names but they do not amswer, except in spirit and faithful, unselfish
service. President Weleh, fresident Knapp, President Beardshear, Dean
Stanton, General Lincoln, Professor Beach, Professor Barrett, and their
femilies, some of them, Tom Thompson of our own class, and many others lie
in this college cemetery, and I myself have officiated in something over
thirty interments in this 1little cemetery.
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Some of us have been in the midst of these changes and have adjuste
ed ourselves emotionally to their progress. Would you wonder if the
0ld students that have not lived here and become a rart of the changes,
would lose interest? The very trees and shrubs have grown beyond their
recognization. It certainly is not the same 0ld place--not the same old
place-~but a bigger, better place where the idesls of those former days
have been fulfilled. I would not for the world put things back where
they were, and meither would ym. It is indeed wonderful to be alive
in this day of our great institutionms. "Build thee more stately mansions,
oh my soul, and the swift seasons roll! eave thy lowsveulted past! Let
each new temple, nobler than the last, Shut thee from heaven with & dome
more vast." We have been permitted to enter into the reslization of some
of those things that they saw in imagination. Some of you remember when
they were laying out this beautiful campus, and marking where trees
should be placed. How well I remember the words of President Welch:
"Young men, we are building for the future. I shall not live to see it,
but some of you will come back to this besuntiful campue and see this dream
realized", snd then he went on in imeginstion and described to us what has
become a reality. We were standing on the steps of old M2in. "This" he
said "will be the hub, snd there will radiate out from it, ss a center, the
besutiful vistas carpeted with green sod, and in the distance you will
ceteh glimpses of the stately outlines of impressive buildings," "3 can
understand something of what those ideals were, There people are not
dead--no not dead. They still live. Those who lived are very much 8live==-
&live in the ideals which they had while living--ideals which they inspire
in others whom they have influenced. President Welch is not dead. He is
still alive in the idesls which are imprinted in their besutiful campus of
ours. I can look over this cempus and see glimpses of what they gave tis
in imagination.

We must not be satisfied with things as they are. We muet comtinue
%o build for the future--something that will fit into out time es theirs
did into their time. They built the best they could with what they had,
under their limitations. We are not to imitate them. Ours is to realize
the ideals that fit into our day as theirs did in their time. S50 we say,
"Tear down the 0ld, and build the new." To live comfortable end effect-
ively§ in this world we must have the proper ettitude 2nd be able to make
read justments to the needed changes, then fit ourselves into them for the
greater future. Mrs. Welch in her own life revealed to us the real mean-
ing of this. It was a delight even in the later days to visit with her.
We never heard her complaining that old things were pesséng away. She did
not live in the past, but in the living and growing of the future.

At the time of the dedieation of the present Home Economies Bpilding
in 1912, an article written by Mrs. Welch was printed in The Alumnus, and
revealed gualities which were outstending in her whole life. It brought
out clearly her faith, her vision, her courage, her generous unselfish-
nees, her independence of judgment, her patience, her absence of jeaslousy,
her prophetic spirit--the spirit of the true builder, It is wonderful,
oftentimes, how the little things reveal charscter. The Mester said some-
thing about a cup of cold water--ome little sct of kindnesg--revealing
charascter. That short article was & revelation of Mrs. Welch's attitude
as she seemed to us. If time permitted I should like to read the whole
article. It is the message which Mrs. Welch would give you today, were
She here. She revealed the spirit which would be necessary in those who

Were to carry on the work. (Short quotation from article read here) There
her modesty which she exhibited when the department was first decided
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upon. Where duty seemed to call she did not and couléd not say no. Note
her courage of spirit and eager desire to do her best. Note her high
ideals. We find her in the only school of the kind in the country, the
8chool of Cookery in New York City, where she wemt and took the work be-
fore the opening of the course at Ames. After s year, feeling the need
for further prepasration, we find her in South Xensington School in London
England. Evidently she was seeking the best, and spared no expense in the
preparation. Thencame the first not of disappointment from her, and here-
in was revelaed her true idesls and purposes. She seemed diesatisfied with
pPresent achievements, and the school of cookery was not all she had hoped
for. We note her independence of Judgment as she criticized the methods
that were there practiced. In neither of these places--enither in New York
nor in London--could be secured any systematic, progressive course of study,
or any bBreadth of outlook. The creative spirit struck witnin her. Note
whet she says-~"systematic course of study and bresdth of outlook."™ That
sentence embodies her idea and may he taken as the elogan of the depart-
ment.

In her reference to mome of the amusing incidents in London there is
revealed her willingness to sacrifice anything that the work might sueceed.
Evidently the courses there were only to prepare trained cooks, and it was
incomprehensible to the English mind that a young women of her rank should
be anxious to learn and teach cooking. She was often asked what femily she
was engaged to cook for when she had finished her course. At the end of
three months of genuine drudgery, a certificate was given to her. Thus we
See she did not shrink at drudgery, and had the courage to keep on in the
face of any hardships. Then Khere was her description of the first under=-
takings of the work in the two smsll basement rooms in 01d Mein, smd her
trials and difficulties in the work they were trying to do, revealing the
rare qualities of her life. In this way the Home RBconomics Department was
born.

Hers was a prophetic spirit, She had an idesl--s vision of what
oughtto be--& growing ideal. She was willing to leave her "low=vaulted
past." Not satisfied with present achievement she put herself wholly into
the work not so smxious to achieve for herself as for the work. She gave
the best that she had, and gave it lavishly. ©No sacrifice was tod great
to be made. She was willing to let her work go into the foundation that
would be hidden forever from sight, and none rejoliced more than she in the
Ssuccess that has come. "Don't stop to praise me", she said, "but go on
with the work snd the future."

One of the greatest rewards for the work of those early years were
words of graduates in appreciation of the work, Mrs. Welch said. One en=~
thusiastic girl declered, after a wonder lesson in desserts, that when she
was married she would live on eream puffs and lemon Jelly. But afterwsrd
she said that bread and butter and broiled beef stesk were better for a
8teady diet, and her husband was indeed gled that she was able to mske any
one of them beautifully. Here wes Mrs. Welch's vision of the need of khe

great practical essentiasls, and here was where she put the emphasis. She
wag not jealous of the success of others, but turned over all that she did
%o the spirit Of the worke "It rejoices me to know that from these primitive
beginnings a fully em ipped department has developed. I offer my con-
gratulations to all concerned in the opening of the new building, and wish
for the department a most beauntiful and prosperous growth."
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I believe that President Pearson was right in his letter to the mem-
bers of the staff in referring to the fact that Mrsm. Welch exercises a
most important influence in the 1ife of the college, and as a teacher of
Home Economics was a pioneer in & new line of educationsal work, and intimat-
ed that it was an honor to the college to pay respect to this woman.

I am glad to say that it was my privilege to call on her in her beaut-
iful home in Los Angeles. I found her the Same refined, cultured,
beautiful character, with the same modest, winning way. I do not remember
So much what lirs. Welch said, but I do remember what she was, and I think
her 1ife was a beautiful fulfillment of that seripture promise "Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord, for their works do Ffollow them."

This 1s something of the spirit of Mrs. Welch, and her ideal would be
not that we should imitate what she did and carry on the department on the
lines she formulated, but rather that we should build to meet the needs of
out time. She felt the need of the department at that time, and did not
fail to eriticize. She struck out on the new, and vaily sought to gain
the best. Picture, if you will, Mrs. Welch working in that New York School
of Cookery, and then again in the school in London--working always to
&chieve an ideal in Home Economics. This, I say, is the prophetic spirit
and attitude, and only by emulating such a spirit will this work be carried
on to achieve its greatest success for this school in the Widdle West.

This, then, is the message that Mrs. Welch would give to us: "Go on to=-
day developing the progressive courses of study and keep the vision of a°
broad outlook on the great need of today, sparing no expense or time or
sacrifice in achieving those results." May the spirit of Ifrs. Welch lead
us omn.

(Ashes deposit ed by Professor Knapp)
Professor Knapp:

When I met Mr:. and Mrs. Shaw this morning at the train it reminded me
of that other spring morning when I met Mrs. Welch with the body of Dr.
Welch. I also stood at the grave beside Genevieve.

Mrs. Welch was to me a cultured, well educated women. She was a great
help to the President. Her home was Just what you would wish it to be. I
carried the U. S. mail for the Ames postoffice the first two winters I was
in Ames, and part of the time I called &t the Welch home four times per day
for the outgoing and incoming mail. I was present at Genevieve's wedding,
and also Winifred's at the Gables. Many time I have been & member of
their family group, end they were among the firet to be at my family table.

A friend whom I have not seen for many year, who is today a successful
business man, writes, "In the forty years that have elapsed since leaving
Ames I have many times thought of the spirit of this woman, and what
her 1ife must have meant to those with whom she came in constant contact,
If I had, when young, fully realized what she was endeavoring to do for me,
my place might have been very different."”

Looking backward over the span of time, both Dr. and Mrs. Weloh should
be granted a high place in the educational forces of the Nation.




Flowers placed on bier by Vice-Dean of Home REconomics Division:
"The Home Economics Faculty honors the founder of Home Roonomics at Iowa
State College."

Student Representative:
o

The Students of Iowa State pay tribute to Mrs. Welch who made possibdble
the type of education they aré receiving.

President Pearson:

A few years ago, in special recognition of the service of irs. Welch
for her work in Home Economics, not only at this institution but in the
State Institutions, our college honored itself by awarding to her a cert-
ificate of eminent service. It is aporopriate now thet these flowers
should be lain &t this grave by representatives of the Home Beonomies

faculty and students and her friends. (The ritusl will now be read by
the Chaplain,)

Ritual read by Chaplain Cessna.
Prayer offered by President Schreckengast.
Song--"Nearer My God to Thee".




HOME RCONOMICS DIV ISION

k.

May 31, 1923.

Dear President Pearson:

I am send ing you a copy of the Memorisl
Service as the stenographer took it down.
Will you please cheok over what you have
said so that I may be sure of it's accursay?

Sincerely yours,

07;7( iﬁft . Qe e
(Ezjf nZﬁmﬂygé*
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June 30/23.

Dean Anna Richardson,
Dean of Home Economics,
Iowa State College,
Ames, Ia.

My dear Miss Richardson:

Mrs. Rose and I find ourselves in Davenport,
after a strenuous week swinging around the state. Ve
have happiest memories of our splendid reception and
cordial greetings at Ames.

The Executive Board of the Iowa League of Women
Voters have been esked by the Register of Des Moines to
select a 1list of the ten most illustrious women of Iowa.
The name oflg%gl_fggx_ﬂglgh, founder of the Domestic
Seience Department at Ames, is one of those chosen. I
am writing to ask if you will see that 1 am supplied
with the most recent picture and any data available,
to use in a feature article at a very early date. The
editor is insisting that we have this material ready

for publication next Sunday. I shall appreciate greatly
any possible co-operation in carrying out his wishes.

Please mail data and picture to Miss Blanche
Wingate, care the Register, Des Moines, Ia., special /
delivery. St

Thenking you in advance for your assistance,
I am

Most sincerely yours, )
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B Augnst 13, 1923

g T
Des loines, lowss
iy dear liiss Vingate:
I have your letter of August 7 addressed
to Uise Yalls snd I am sclmowledging it
for her.
We shall be very glad to recelve several
copies of the Hegister which contains the
material and pictures of lre. ielsh.

Very sincerely yours,

BWrtWya




GARDNER COWLES., PuavisHen HARVEY INGHAM, Enitos

- b Bes Aoines

. g‘iune

W. G. HALE

ASSOCIATE MaNAGING EDiTOR

W. W. WAYMACK

Manacing EorTor

DES MOINES. IOWA,

August 7
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July 9, 1923,

, Nellie G. Tomlinaon
Grand-Ave.,
Doa loines, Iowu.

Dear iiss Tomlinson:

Dean Richardson referred to this office your special
delivery letter of recent date relative to materiasl
for a fenture article oonacrning Mrs. Welch,

On the evening of July 3rd, I mailed epecisl delivery
to Miss Blanche Wingate of’the Des Moines regiester
the material listed on the enclosed slip.

We are very glad to know that Mrs. Velch has been
selected as one.of the ten 111uatrious women of
Iowa. It is & pleasure to cooperate with you and
with the Hegister in thus honorirg har.

Yours sincerely,

Vice Dean.




July 3, 1928

88 Blanche U te
glm lioiren R:Eté
Des n@m.. 1oum,e

Ky dear liles Wingate:

lirs, Nellie Tomlinson of the lowa League of

Yomen Voters has asked this office to mail

to datae which would prove helpful in pre~

r'!:‘i; feature erticle concerning lirs, ng
¢ Velch, formerly of Iowa State College. The

naterial gathered is being mailed to you under

separate cover,

In addition to this materisl Tcu will find an
uﬁchinthobu!oimsﬂagst&orhmr{m
14, 1928 which containe interesting informat

It has also been suggested that the Historiesl
Soglety of Des lioines mi ht have valusble mater-

J411 kindly return the photographs enclosed
to thown:mnm on the backs efegc photographs.

Je are very glad %o know that ixrs. ielech has been
chosen as one of the ten most illustrious women
of Iowas It is a pleasure to cooperate with

in honorinz the founder of lome Hconomiecs at lows
State Colleso.

Yours eincerely,

Vice~Dean,

PeSe Ome of her friends suggests that irs, J. K.
Hagouber of Des lioines misht provide you with
additional material.




HOME BOONOMICS DIVISEON
Dean's Office

LIST OF MATERIAL RELATIVE T0 MRS. WELCH SENT TO
DES MOINES HREGISTER

July 3, 1923,

1. Historical sketch Iowa State College

£, February 1923 Alummus. |
3. June 19283 Alunnmus,.

4. Typed notes from Journalism Department.

6. Artiscles copied from Iowa State College
Quarterly

(These are on file in College Library)

6. Pictures ==
lre. Welch obtained from Alumni 0ffice.
0ld Main obtained from Photographic Section.
Hom: Hoonomies group taken Pall 192Z
obtained from Photographic section.
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To know the spirit of the beginning of Iowa State College, one should
read the following extract from the address given by Dr. Welch in his
dedication address, March 17, 1869.

"Tn this, the people's college, dedicated to the encourazement and
promotion of industry, we must aim to meke labor attractive, not only to
the boys who are here seeking knowledge in their department, but to the
girls, who can never become accomplished and thoroly educated women, with-
out a knowledge of conducting every household occuvation, with system,
imtelligence and womanly grace. The most alarming feature of our present
system of educating our girls is the slmost total disregard of these
branches, known as the useful and practical, that will prepare them for
the prover discharze of the best and noblest duties of rational and in-
telligent women."

To carry on this plan of democracy every student was required by law
to lsbor two and one-half hours a day, throughout the college year. For
the "young ladies,"” the matron arranzed them in squads, to work in the
dining room, kitehen, laundry and bakery, rotating the duties systemat-
iecally, so that every girl had some practice in each department. This
paved the way for the four years!' "ladies course," which included lecétures
on Domestic Economy given by the Preceptress. WMrs. Welch was then asked
to take charge of the work in Domestic Economy. An article on training
sehools of cookery, by lirs., Welch, was published in 1883 end Emma P.

Ewing came to carry on the work. Miss Ewing already had a national re-
putation, because of her systematic plan for teachiéh southern women

how to cook after their Negro servants had been freed. The first recogni-
tion in the United States ofHome Economic s was in 1886 when the degree of
Master of Home Economics was conferred upon three graduates, one from
Drake, one from State University of Iowa, and one from Iowa Agricultural
College., In 1896, the Domestic Science department movedinto rooms on the
second@ floor of North Hall, adjoining Margaret Hall, and twenty-two girls
were graduated from the ladies course. I 1900 three assistants were
employed and larger quarters were necessary - six class rooms and lab-
oratories were used in Margaret Hall. At that time two courses were
offered, General and Domestic Science, and Domestic Science. In 1911
when the first Home Economics buildine was dedicated, there were four
instructors and 136 students. In 1920 there were 38 instructors and 722
students. Home Economies Hell was dedicated in 1926.

Note: Mrs., Mary B. Welch visited her daughter, Mrs. A. B. Shaw, in Bes
Moines during the period when my husband, Mr. Freeman R. Conaway, and Mr.
Shaw were business partners. I was impressed with her beauty and with her
gracious, charming personality; she was always stylishly gowned, yet with
gsimple exquisite taste.

Gendeve Shaw, granddaughter of Mary B. Welch, lives in Pssadena, with her
father, ZExetrcts from a recent letter, received from Miss Shaw, gives an
intimate account of Mary B. Welch:

"Grandmother was nineteen, with two children, when her first husband
died. Soon afterward she taugﬁt in‘the Detroit Female Seminsry where her
brother-in-law was vresident. Later she married Dr. A. S. Welch and lived
in Florida, where he had 2 large plantation. He was sent to Washinston
and in a short time was appointed President at Ames. Dr. Welch died in
1889, in Santa Barbara, with Grandmother and his brother, D. M. Welch
with him, At her husband's request, a few years later, she married the
President's brother, D. M. Welch, a wealthy, retured wholesale grocer of
New Haven, Connecticut. Whey alwevs spent their winters in California




where they maintained quite a pretentious home.

I am sending you some pictures and e church magazine with an article
Grandmother wrote for a missionary group. It throws a new light on her
meny-sided character. After her last marriage she became quite active
in the Methodist Church, as Mr. Welch was a member, and prominent in that
denomination, Of course, you know she never did anything half-way, so she
entered into this with great vim, but after after Grandfather's death,
she returned to the Episcopel Church, as her sister was living with her
and it seemed foolish for them to ettend different churches and have
different church activities, So she took a Sunday School Class of young
men about fifteen years of age and became such an influence with them
that as they grew to manhood they still stayed in her class. She énter-
tained them frequently at her home, and they were just like her own boys
or grandsons. In face, we had a call the other day from oneof the boys,
who was closest to her, whose family said he had never married because
Mrs. Welch was his lady friend, and he did not need a younger one.

Besides the Sunday School Class, she became leader of the older men(s
group, called the Sf. Addrew's Brotherhood., For a number of years it met
at her home once a month, with a party frequently for the wives and
sweethearts. It was quite remarkable, the way those middle-aged and
elderly men hung on her words when she talked of the Bible. She had such
a fine collection of religious books thet it gave a cood start to a young
clergyman when she died.

Mrs., Mary B. Welch was the wife of the first president of Iowa State
College, To Mrs. Welch belongs the distinction of having established the
first clesses in domestic science ever taught in any established college
which was started in 1872, MNrs, Welch came to Ames with her husband in
1869, They lived in 014 Main building, which was then used for dormitory
and classroom purposes. In 1881 they built the Gables, now the Inter-
national House. -

Extracts from an acticle on Domestic Science at ISC written by Mary B.
Welch.

When a Department of Domestic Economvy was decided upon by the Eoard of
Trustees, it became necessary to find a teacher to take charge of it.
There were no schools of the kind proposed anywhere, no text books, no
trained teachers. So the Board was fairly forced to begin the experiment
with such manacement as could besecured at home. Someone suggested my
name, and a commmittee was sent to offer me the position. With fear and
trembling I finally decided to try, after telling the committee, frankly,
that I was without exverience in that sort of teaching, that there were
no extablished precedents to guide me, and no classified courses for me
to follow. There began a search for teachers and a school where instruct-
ion could be had. We learned that Miss Juliet Corson had opened a school
of cookery in New York, and thither I took my way, in the winter previous
to the opening of the course at Ames,

The following winter vacation found me st the South Kensington School
of Cookery in London. But in neithkr place could be secured any systematic
progressive course of study. Many amusing incidents of that London ex-
perience might be told., The only object of the school was to train cooks
for service., It was incomprehensible to the English mind that a woman,

I apparently a lady whose husband was head of an important institution
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of learning, should be anxious either to learn or to teach cookery. The
question was often asked me, what family I was engaged to work for, when
I received by certificate, But after all what did it matter? At the
end of three months' actual drudgery, a certificate was conferred, which
ought to have been framed and hung in the college museum. The work at
the College began in two small basement rooms, adjoining the dining room
in 014 Main building. The plan was to make the work as practical as
possible, which was fortunate for the teacher, who had few theories, but
much actual experience in housekeeping.

The college steward was persuaded to measure out material for a dinner,
for onetable in the dining room each day; the exact guality and as nearly
possible the exact gquantity, used in the college kitchen, the class to
prepare and serve it under the irstructdon of a teacher.

It was a simple way to begin, but it interested the class and gave
them a definite purpose in their work, and more than pleased the students,
who dined at that particular table. The cooking was done on a Charter
Oak Stove - no gas, or electrical appliances or aluminum utensils were
then available., This was the freshman class course, nut bread, salads,
dessert. Ceake was taught in the more advanced classes. Orders were
secured from the faculty famlies for bread and cake, and the classes on
occasion, prepared refreshments for special ~atherings, as they were
ordered. The college family was much smaller then tham now so these
things were possible. Everyone was interested in the new exverimé$nt, and
willing to help in every wayl Then came a day when it was ackncwledged
that Domestic Economy had won a place for itself; had come to stay; and
deserved more room and better quartees so it was moved to South Hall.

Then the college dinners had to be abandoned, but numerous orders for
bread, pastry and salads continued to be filled. One of the rewards
for this strenuous work of those early vears has been the numerous letters
from married graduates, expressing gratitude for the instruction given;
one in particular from a graduate and post-graduate, a remarkably intel-
ligent woman, pleased me very much. She said she felt when regquired to
go into the ¢lass in her senior vear, that the time was 901ng to be wasted
but that now, being a housekeeper, she realized that no year's work had
been more profltable than the year in Domestic Economy. One enthusiastic
girl declared after a successful lesson in desserts, that when she married
she was going to live on eream puffs and lemon jelly. But when she had a
home she wrote that she had come to the conclusion that, after all, bread
and butter and provwerly broiled beefsteak were better for a steady diet,
and that her husband was glad that she knew how to prepare=both in flrst
class style. -+t rejoices me to know that from these primitive beginnings,
a fully equipped and well menned department has developed. I offer my
congratulations to all concerned in the opening of the new building and
wish for the department a most useful and vrosperous career.

By Br. 0. H. Cessna
Class of '72 and College Chaplin for many yvears.

Mrs. Welxh was about thirty years of age when she came to the campus,
with her two children, Winifred and Genevieve. She was a beasutiful,
stately, dignified Wowan, cuite a bit younser than the president. She
impresses us as refined, cultured, cuiet and neat. We wanted to be clean
and courteous in her presence. She was thoughtful of others, was even-
tempered. WNrs. Welch's home was a place of refinement. Good taste &b~
ownded was manifested everywhere; zood books and perindicals abounded.
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There were good pictures on the walls and there were evidences of cul-
ture which we should aim to achieve if we wish to be educated. There
must have been some striking and enduring cqualities about her life and
personality to have impressed to students so strongly. She was essent-
ially feminine and refined in her besring--always neat and ladylike.

he had certain little winning gestures, attitudes and mennerisms that
dres one to her., ©She was deeply 1nterested in the students and was most
unselfish, Her very presence stimulated the better things in our nature.
She was very careful in her dressing and the trdaining of her children.
She was a beautiful conversationalist, using the most faultless English.
Mrs. Welch was one of those rare personalities who shed a beautiful
refining Christian influence upon 2ll with whom they come in contact.

lMrs. Welch was a real service to the College in that she gave Dp. Welch
y suggeestions along educational lines, in a field untried. She there-
fore helped to Bhape the early policies of this young institution and
make it what we have today. The president could implicitly rely ipon
the good judgment of Mrs. Welch, She was the first Home Economics teacher
in a Land Grant Collegze iIn this country, and to her the state and nation
owe a debt of gratitude for planning a course in which the practical and
theoretical sides of home economics were considered equally important,
It was her idea that the Home Economies course should be so plannedthat
a woman shouldhave a well rounded education, placing emphasis on the
cultural side of educetion, as well as the practical. Mrs. Welch was a
cultured woman who realized the importance of placing women on such a
footing that she could meet the problems of the day in the home and in
society.

Interview with Mrs. Herman Knapp

A never-to-be-forgotten morning was spent with our beloved Mrs.
Herman Knapp who lives on Ash Avenue. A beautiful halo seemed to surround
her as she meminisced down memory lane, With her keen intellect she rea
called the inspiration she received as a student in 1880 in those very
same cheerful, attractive basement rooms with Mrs., Welch. The notes Mrs.
Knapp took in the class romm she used until they were worn out.

The only assistant Mrs., Welch has was the Norwegian girl in her home
whom she taught to do everything exactly as she wanted. The girl became
an invaluable assistant in the lsboratory. "When I think of how little
we knew of homemeking," said Mrs. Knapp, "Ithink of Mrs. Welch in her
pioneer work, teachirg domestic enomony as a candle in the dark."™ lirs.
Knapp's eyes twinkled, and she gave a merry chuckle, as she mentioned
buying meat and qrocerles in Ames, once in a long time, going on the Black
Maria, a combination passenger and delivery covered wagon. Quite often
the groceries and the kerosene can would get too close together for the
good of the groceries, After this happened reveatedly, the owner of the
wagon was induced to hand the kerosene canfrom the top, #&nd then the
passencers were liable to dfare the fate which the nrocerles had, as the
roads were very rough and the c¢an not very steady haming from the ceilin=
of the bus. The Black Maria only made a trip or two & week, to and from
the college to Ames,
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MEMORIAL.FOR MRS. MARY B. WELCH.

The death of Mrs. Mary 3. Welch on January 2, 1923 at
Los Angeles, California closed the career of one of the
outstanding characters of the pioneer faculty of the Iowa
State College.

se Welch, wife of the first president of Iowa State
College, was the first woman to teach Home Econgg%:s in a
Land Grant College in this country. Soon after ning 01_
Iowa State College, lirs. Welch was asked to gif@ to
young women nractical and technical training in housekeeping.
Cooking lessons were first given in the kitchen of the
dormétory, but in 1875 a Department of Cooking and Household
Art was established with a kitchen in the basement of the
0ld Main Building. During her (15 years of service, lrs.
Welch enlarged the scope o ork %o include lectures and
laboratory work in Care of the House, House Msnagement,
Care of the Sick and Child Training. The marked succese of
this work did much to break down the popular prejudice that
existed against Domestic Economy a8 part of a University
Curricul sen

he d :-1{'4‘)1. P
As a8 pioneer in the field of %ﬁ:ggbégﬁ-ﬁrts S. Welch I

> / / based these courses on her own home expérience, She felt that
Zﬂ o a8 womans training should be both cultural =nd practical. MTS;{%f */”,
Q1 W Welch studied at the "Seeoo+—oﬁ—ﬂht€£W(in Tondon and wi ‘“ﬁ?hf 7 F kel
‘<31§B—4e¥§0ﬁ in New York City. ©She also visited schools of y frrfat,
cooking in the leading -cities of the country. 2

. It was Mrs. Welch who first concieved the possibility of
Extension work in Home Economics and carried out her idea by
condueting a class of (60 women in Des Moines.

Those who knew IMrs. Welch, spbke of her as beautiful,
stately, dignified, a women essentially feminine and refined
in bearing. She was deeply interected in both men and women
students and wes unselfish and untir§ing in her efforts to
stimuleate them to better living.

It is therefore fitting that the Home Economics faculty
of Iowa State College now numbering (58 pay tribute to the
memory of Mrs. Mary B. VWelch. Her coursage inspired those
who laid so firmyly the foundations for the department that
later developed into the Home Economics Division of Iowa

State College. P
Z &

Miss Anders
Miss Stephens
Miss Bailey. CA
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MIMOEIAL YO MRS, MAKY B. HEICH.

The death of Mrs, Mary B. %eloh on January £, 1923, at

Los Angeles, Californis closed the career of one of the out-

gt::llag charscters of the plonesr faculty of the Iowa Ztate
ollege.

Mre. Yoleh, wife of the firet president of Iowa State
College, was the firet woman to teseh Home Hoonomics in a
Land Grant 00110!0 in thie country. Soon after the opening
of Iowa State College, lirs, Weleh wae asked to give to the
sonng women practical and technical training in housekeeping,
ooking lessons were firet given in the kitechen of the dormi-
tory, but in 1676 & Department of Cooking and Household Art
was ecstablished with & kitchen in the dzgement of the old Yaim
Bullding. During her fifteen years of service, Mre. ¥Yeleh en-
larged the scope of the work to include lectures amd laboratory
work in Care of the House, House Mansgement, Csre of the Sick
and Child Training., The marked suceese of this work did mueh
to break down the popular prejudice that existed against Domes-
tic Heonomy as part of a University Currioulum,

As & plonecr in the field of Domestic Foonomy, ¥Mrs. "eleh
bssed these eourses on her own home experience, "he felt that
s woman's training should be both cultursl and practisal, !ra.
Weleh studled at the South Kemsington School of Cookery in Lone
don and with ¥iss Juliet Corson in lew York City., he also vis-
ited schools of cooking in the lesding cities of the country,

It wae lire, “eleh who t!rii eoncleved the poseibility of
Extension work in Home “conomigs and carried out her idea by cone
ducting a olass of eixty women 'in Dee Moines.

Those who knew Mre, Welch, spoke of her me beautiful, stste-
ly, dignified, a woman essentiflly feminine and refined in beare
:::. fhe was deeply interes in botk men and women studente

was unselfish and untiring in her efforts to etimulate them
to better living.

It is therefore fitting that the Home Economios Feoulty of
Iowa State College, now numbering fiftyesix pay tridute to the
memory of Mre, Mary B, Welch, Her vislon and courage inspired
thoee who laid so firmly the foundatione for the department that
%l{:r developed into the Home Zeonomice Divieion of Iowe State
Sllege.

Comaj ttee;

TP AT

72
(&

4




jﬂ*ﬂ. fg} /‘f;z3
il

MEMORIAL FOR MRS. MARY B. WELCH

With the death of Mrs. Mary E. Welch on January 2nd, 1923 at Los
Angeles, California there was closed the career of a very remarkable woman,
versatile, a homemaker, resourceful, energetic and above all a woman of fine
Christian qualities, all of which combined to make her one of the outstanding
characters of the ITowa State College faculty of the early days. Her range of
activities extended not only to the faculty and student body at Iowa State College, but
she was interested in the larger commonwealth, JTowa. JTowa State College was dear
to her and because of the newness of lowa much hardship was endured. It is
related that Dr. and Mrs. Welch had to go to Des Moines to make a plea for
the college and in order to get there at the appointed time it was necessary to
drive with a team on a very cold day and Mrs. Welch became chilled through,
but the day was won.

Mrs. Welch was a real service to the college in that she gave to
Dr. Welch many suggestions along educational lines in a field untried. She therefore
helped shape the early policies of this young institution and make it what we
today. Dr. Welch could implicitly rely upon the good judgment of Mrs. Welch.
She was the first home economics tfaacher in a Land Grant College in this country
and to her the State and Nation owe a debt of gratitude for planning a course in
which the practical and theoretical sides of home economics were considered equally
important. It was her idea that the home economics course should be so planned
that a woman should have a well rounded education, placing emphasis on the
cultural side of education as well as the practical. Mrs. Welch was a cultured

woman who realized the importance of placing woman on such a footing that she



could meet the problems of the day in the home and in society.

Iowa State College therefore appreciates not only the great service
she has rendered to education but also the quiet dignified Christian character of
the woman in the home, church, and society, and what other achievements may be
accomplished by man or woman rests on the solid foundation of the home, that in
the passing of this noble woman at the age of 82 there has been left a fine impress
on the student body, faculty and friends of a noble self sacrificing life. Therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that Iowa State College faculty tender to the bereaved
family our deepest sympathy upon the death of this fine woman and that a copy of
this memorial be spread on the minutes of the faculty and sent to the beresaved
family: Colonel and Mrs. A. B. Shaw, Mrs. Graham (formerly Miss Beaumont)
and Mrs. Murphy.

O. K. Cessna
Hermann Knapp

L. H. Pammell
Edna E. Walls




Mrs, Mary B, Welch

This article was prepared and read by Mrs. Fpreeman Re
Conaway at an Omicron Nu meeting, and later at a Phi U
meeting. Mrs, Conaway has for many years been a member
of the Iowa Authors Club.
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To kmow the spirit of the beginning of Iowa State College,
one should read the following extract from the address given by
Dr. Welch in his dedication address, March 17, 1869.

"In this, the people's college, dedicated to the encouragement
and promotion of industry, we must aim to make labor attractive, not
only to the boys who are here seeking knowledge in their department,
but to the girls, who can never become accomplished and thoroly
educated women, without a knowledge of conducting every household
occupation, with system, intelligence and womanly grace. The most
alarming feature of our present system of educating our girls is
the almost total disregard of these branches, known as the useful
and practical, that will prepare them for the proper discharge of
the best and noblest duties of rational and intelligent women."

To carry on this plan of democracy every student was required
by law to labor two and one-half hours a day, throughout the college
year. For the "young ladies," the matron arranged them in squads,
to work in the dining room, kitchen, laundry and bakery, rotating
the duties systematically, so that every girl had some practice in
each department. This paved the way for the four years' "ladles
course,” which included lectures on Domestic Economy given by the
Preceptress, Mrs. Welch was then asked to take charge of the work in
Domestic Economy. An article on training schools of cookery, by Mrs.
Weleh, was published by the U, S. Bureau of Education in 1879. Mrs,
Welch resigned in 1883 and Emma P, Ewing came to carry on the work,
Miss Ewing already had a national reputation, because of her systematic
plan for teaching southern women how to cook after their Negro servants
had been freed. The first recognition in the United States of Home
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Economics, was in 1886 when the degree of Master of Home Economics
was conferred upon three graduates, one from Drake, one from State
University of Iowa, and one from Iowa Agriculture College. In 1896,
the Domestic Sclence department moved into rooms on the second floor
of North Hall, adjoining Margaret Hall, and twenty-two girls were
graduated from the ladies course. In 1900 three assistants were
employed and larger quarters were necessary - six class rooms and
laboratories were used in Margaret Halle At that time two courses
were offered, General and Domestic Sclence, and Domestic Sciencee
In 1911 when the first Home Economics building was dedicated, there
were four instructors and 136 students, In 1920 there were 38

instructors, and 722 students. Home Economics Hall was dedicated
in 19026,



Note: Ilirs. Ma Be Welch visited her daughter, Mrs.
Ae B, Shaw, in Moines during the period when my
husband, Mr. Freeman R, Conaway, and Mr, Shaw were
business partners, I was impressed with her beauty
and with her gracioua, oharu!.:g personality; she was
alv;y.l stylishly gowned, yet with simple, exquisite
tas .

Genevieve Shaw, granddaughter of Mary Be Welch,
lives in Pasadena, with her father, Extracts from
a recent letter, recelved from Miss Shaw, gives

an intimate acecount of Mary B, Welch.
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Grandmother was nineteen, with two children, when her first
husband dled. Soon afterward she taught in the Detroit Female Seminary,
where her brother-in-law was president, Later she married Dre Ae Se
Weleh and lived in Florida, where he had a large plantation. He was
sent to Washington and in a short time was appointed President at
Amose Dre Welch dled in 1889, in Santa Barbara, with Grandmother and
his brother, De My Welch, with him, At her husband's request, a few
years later, she married the President's brother, D, M, Welch, a
wealthy, retired wholesale grocer of New Haven, Connecticut. They
always spent thelir winters in Califormnla where they maintained quite
a pretentious home,.

I am sending you some plctures and a church magazine with an
article Grandmother wrote for a missionary groups It throws a new
light on her many-sided character. After her last marriage she became
gquite active iIn the Methodist Church, as lir, Welch was a member, and
prominent in that denomination, Of course you !mow she never did anye
thing half-ﬁq. so she entered into this with great vim, but after
Grandfather's death, she returned to the Eplseopal Church, as her sister
wag living with her and 1t seemed foolish for them to attend different
churches and have different church activities, 3So she took a Sunday
School Class of young men about fifteen years of age and became such
an influence with them that as they grew to manhood they stlll stayed
in her cless. 8She entertained them frequently at her home, and they
were just like her own boys or grandsons. In fact, we had a call the
other day from one of the boys, who was closest to her, whose family
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always sald he had never married because lrs. Welch was his lady
friend, and he did not need a younger one.

Besides the Sunday School Class, she became leader of the older
men's group, called the Sts Andrew's Brotherhood. For a number of
&om it met at her home once a month, with a party frequently for
the wives and sweethearts., It was quite remarkable, the way those
middle~aged and elderly men hung on her words when she talked of the
Bibles She had such a fine collection of religlous books that it
gave a good start to a young clergyman when she died.

Mary Be Velch

Mrs, Mary B, Welch was the wife of the first president of Iowa
State College. To Mrs, Welch belongs the distinetion of having
establ ished the first classes in domestic sclence ever taught in any
established college which was started in 18782, lirs. Welech came to
Ames with her husband in 1869, They lived in 0l1d Main building, which
was then used for dormitory and classroom purposes. In 1881 they built
the Gables, now the International House.

written by Mary Be Welch
When a Department of Domestic Hconomy was declided upon by the

Board of Trustees, it became necessary to find a teacher to take

charge of ite There were no schools of the kind proposed anywhere,
no text books, no trained teachers. So the Board was fairly forced
to begin the experiment with such management as could be secured at
home. Someone suggested my name, and a committee was sent to offer



me the position. Wilh fear and trembling I finally decided to try,
after telling the committee, frankly, that I was without experience
in that sort of teaching, that there were no established precedents
to guide me, and no classified courses for me to follows There
began a search rora'%,toaohou and a school where instruction could be
hads We learmed that Miss Jullet Corson had opemed a school of
cookery in New York, and thither I took my vay, in the winter
previous to the opening of the course aﬁ Ames s

The following winter vacation found me at the South Kensington
Sehool of Cookery in London. But in neither place could be secured
any systematic, progressive course of study. Many amusing incidents
of that London experience might be tolds The only object of the
school was to train cooks for service. It was incomprehensible to
the English mind that a woman, apparently a lady whose husband was
head of an important institution of learning, should be anxlous
either to learn or to teach cookinge The question was often asked
me, what family I was engaged to work for, when I received my
certificate, But after all what did 1t matter? At the end of three
months' actual drudgery, a certificate was conferred, which ought
to have been framed and hung in the college musexms The work at
the College began in two small basement rooms, adjoining the dining
room in 01d Main bullding. The plan was to make the work as practical
a8 possible, which was fortunate for the teacher, who had few theories,
but much actual experience in housekeeping.

The college steward was persuaded to measure out material for a
dinner, for one table in the dining room each day; the exact quality,
and as nearly as possible the exact quantity, used in the college
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